Re i JOHN L. LB.' IS, ET AL 



V ItH 


at the Elks Club# Some of the miners at Kins "A* 
told me that there vae to be a meeting at the Elks 
Club in Sept 1941 to decide if the FMA looal should 
change to T312 >T . I can rot remember much about the 


meeting# A man the name of whom 1 do not know made a statement at tho 
mooting, that the minors at llino *A” would havo to chango to BUT or the 
mine would be closed. A voto was taken and I votod to change to TffiTi as 
I am old and I thought I would havo boon out of a Job if I had not voto_ 
for TO3V. 


but I do not remember what he said. I do not know of any BL’T orgoni*ore 
being present at the Elks Club, so far as I know th06o prosont woro 
members of Pi A. 


of Biv? at which time I res forood to stop working in the oino bcocuso of 
my health# I kncr.v nothing about tho aotivitios at liino ’£.* since Sept# 


*1 prefer Pl-iA ovor IH' r and only joinod in ordor to kocp 
ry job at Kina "a". 

**1 have had this statement consisting of throe pagos road to 
me tend it is truo and oorroct to tho best of my knov/lodgo# 


"After tho voto, Edmonson of BlSv mr.do a talk at tho mooting* 


*1 worked at Line "A" about ono day in Sept. 1941 as a nombor 


1941. 


(Signed) 



T.itncssodi 



■ , Special -ugent « F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I.* 




r 
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Re i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 


as interviewed at his resi- 
Springfield, 
ipecial Agents 
resently un- 
number was born in the 

United States. He speaks and understa^ well, b ut he is 
rather slow mentally and would make only a fair witnoss. 
advised he has never been arrested. He furnished the fo. 
signed statement. 



loti: 



H Springfield, 111# 

Sept, 13, 1943 


Springfield, 



"I, _ 

make- the following voluntary statement 

■HHvhom 1 know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau or mvesti- 
^Sion; I make it without fear of threat, force, or promise of any kind, 

bom 

started working in coal m^w^u^TTTnois in aboutj^jltnen joined 
the United Mine Workers of Am erica Union. I started to work at the 
Mine "4" Springfield in £bout£H| In 1932 I joined the Progressive 
Lino Workers of America union^Ijoined the FMA because I did not like 
the actions of John L. Lewis, especially when the ballots were stolon and 
he declared an emergency contract. 

"I remained FKA from 1932 to 1941 and during this time I 
thought the PllA was an honest and good union. I never noticed any unfair 
or unus ual assessments. 

"I noticed no efforts by UKT to organize at Mine M A" before 
1941 and X was satisfied with FLA. 

«I do not remember where I was in 1941, but I read about 
Elshoff buying iiine "A* from Ryan. As soon as I read that I knew if I 
wanted my job I would have to join Uf 57 » No one told me so, but 1 knew 
that because of what Elshoff had done at Nine n B M -. 

M I remember attending about two PMA meetings right after we 
learned that Elshoff had bought liinc "A", 1 was a Pit Committee Han for 

FLA local #51, and at one of the meetings, I do not remember which, the 
members asked me to go to see Elshoff about whether ho was going to open 
Mine "A", Thu other t\ro committee men were not at the meeting, so I told 
the men I would not go to see Elshoff al one. So three men were elected to 
see Elshoff# These men were] 
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"I heard there were setae fights after these 
meetings, but I did not see any. I did not see 
any UilW men at these meetings and I do not remember 
whether any one talked about going over to tBflT. 

"I hoard that Elshoff might operate Mine "A" thru Mine "FT 
by hauling the coal out that way, but I do not remember where I heard 
this . 


Re i JOHN L. LERIS, ET 



^onfWue^T 


"I did not attend the meetings held at Hodmen* s Hall or 
the Elks Club because t thought these mootings should have boon held at 
the BIA hall. 


"I join od UIT. : after Mine "A" reopened in the fall of 1941. 

No one forced or threatened me in any way at any time. I joined TJMW to 
get my job back at Mine "A”. I would have preferod to stay in PMA 
and go back to work, but because I could not vjork in Mine "A" as a PMA, I 
had to change to IB IV. 


ItT Vk< .1 ^ r-wr + 


r*-C + Vir>. men r+ IS nr H A.W +. watr T 

WJIW *4*h~*« W. V l»*4W dfc * V A 


did, that if they did not go over to UL!H they could not work at Mine "A" 
and this was the reason they changed. 


"I have not held any ULT7 office and was not on any of the 
committees appointed by PKA to see Elshoff. 

"I stopped working at Mine "A" three weeks ago because of 
my health. I am presently not working. 


"I have noticed no difference in working at Mine "A n under 
either U!?7 or PMA. 


"I have read this statement of three pages and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



cini Agent, 
Special Agent 


F.JB.I. 

F.E.I.* 


Witness 


(Signed) 



t-i-u 


< 


v 


( 

v 

V 


Re: JOHN L. LE.TIS, ET AL 




works ae 

14, 1943 
was born 

He is hard or hearing 
satisfactory witness. 


very slow mentally. He would make an un- 
'urnished the following signed st a tenant l 


’’Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 14, 1943 



ma kg the foITo/Tng voluntary statement t 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau” 
investigation, I make it without fear of threat, force or promise of 
any kind. 


” I fas 


"I first started vorking in coal mines in about in 
Illinois. I joined the United lane workers of America Union in ^.932. 

I was not forced in any way to change from Uif.7 to PMA. I wanted to get 
back to work so I joined FKA because most of the men had. 

"In the summer of 1941 I read that Elshoff had bought Mine 
”A" from Ryan and I was not happy. I thought conditions would not be 
good, because of the- trouble there had been at Mine ”B" . 

"I did not talk with any on-' about the matter and I did not 
attend any meetings between the time Elshoff bought Mine "A" and the 
tine I wont back to work at Hinc "A”, which was about a month after 
Mine "A" opened in the fall of 1941. 

"I knew there were some nestings during this time, but I 
did not go to any, and I hoard and read that most of the men who had 
rzorkod at iiina A ha<i voted to go over to GiS?. But I did not go back 
to work at Min. "a" until about i month after it opened, in about Oct. 
1941, and when I did I went down to Ui£7 headquarters and joint'd UMW. 

No one forced or threatened no in iny way, and I joined UMW so I could 
work in Mine "A” » I would have preferred to stay with PMn because I 
thought it *ras a better union. 




r 


* 


i 
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Ret JOH; L. LETTS, £T AL 


"I worked at l&ne M A" as U1T.7 for about three 
weeks and then I quit because of my health. 

[ continued ’ 

n I have had this statement of two pages read 
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

(Signed) 

‘“it no ss 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 

Special Ac;jnt F.B.I." 



- 373 - 







i; 


\ 


{ 




EE; JOHN L* LETTIS, ET AL. 



was interviewed at his residence at 
ipringfield, Illinois* on t he aft enaoon_ j53 
Sept ember 18* 1943, by Special AgenflflHjHjHHH^H 

adviBed that h^nac^worEeS^o^^ran 
at the mine was closed in the spring of 1941* 

obtained employment 


up until xne Time 

imo that the mine was closed. 


and 

at Mine” 

Durini^^^^__ 

Lat Mine & and at that time joined xne 

:cr Mine a was reopened, he was rotransferred to Mine A* He is difficult 
to * No statement was obtained* He was 

born in and is an American citizen* 



was interviewed at his residence at 
on th e afternoon of Sep temb er 18, 1943, by 
_ Special Agent JHHHHHHHB and 

a person 

average witness* At the time that Mine A was sold, expected 

to return to work there, but when he heard that Blshoff has purchased Mine 
A, he immediately left Springfield, and went where a relative 

of his had a small mine which he was going to operated Ho advised that he 
left Springfield, because he did not want to got mixed up in the trouble 
that he expected would follow the change of ownership, as had happened at 
Mine B. He _has_a strong hatred for John L* Lewis, but joined the United Mine 



he is employed at 

No statement was ot 


;nnea, 
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EEi JOHN L. IOTS, ET 4 J,. 


INTSRVI3WI5TH 


nois , ty Special agents 
Seotember 14, 1943* 

Ha is omployo< 



5 interviewed at 
Springfield, Illt- 
on 


is born in 
1 " as a digger 



svonas English well, but his momory is bad and he would not moke a satis- 
factory witness* He stated he has nevor been arrested* 


"Springfield, 111* 
Sept* 14, 1943 


111 . 


"I, 

make the 




orient 

vhom I know to be Special 1 agents of 


ringficld, 
und 

odoral Bureau 


cl XnvcEtigai 

of any kind. 


I nftke it without fear of threat, force, or preniso 


"I was born in 
as a digger ot the Mine "a 



I um omployod 


"X first started working in ooal minos in about JHH| I 
joined tho United Mine Tlorkcrs of luicrica Union in Springf^^^n 
about HjM I started to work at the Mine in about jH|H^ In 
193 2 I j^Sed 4» Progressive Mine Workers of Jnerioa Union^^The entire 
looal of UifT ohanged to fW.v and that is why I did* I cannot rotwnbor 
why.Tve changed. 


"In the emrly fall of 1941 I read that ELSHOFF bought Mine "i»* 
frem EYiJT and 1 thought wo would have trouble c.t " 4 *" liko thero had 
been at Mine "B"* I didn’t attend FMn nestings and the only nee ting 
I went to after E1SH0FF bought Mine " 4 *" was one Sunday at the Elks Club. 
The men told me I would have to join TM7 if 1 wunted to keep ny job. I 
do not renenbor who told no this but thoy wero non I workod with* I 
wont to this necting at tho Elk’s Club of ny own froe will and no one 
forood or threatened no in uny way* I voted to go over to UM&f boon use 
I did not want to lose my job at llino "A" anil beoauso I was afraid wo 
would have the sane trouble at I*" as thoy had at n B n , and I was too 
old tc want to fight or get beat up, I hoard rupors that tho oenpany 
oculd operate Mine "a 1 * by hauling ooul thru Mino "B", I don’t rononher 
very nuoh that took plaoo ot this Elk's Club nooting* 


"1 was satisfied with H4 a and would have preferred to stay 
Fli'v, but I joined ttff.7 to keop ny job and avoid trouble* Conditions are 
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WL t JOHN L. mns, 2T ids* l 


r*. at II? no under ttfil as they woro under 

PUa. Now it doesn’t nnko a greet deal of 
differonoo to nc thnt wo ero 041 , but when we changed 
I di r1 not like it, beoause I wanted to stay JMf.« 

"No one fren IMT and no ano frun the oenpuny ever told no 
to join U 1 I.J* 1 joinod voluntarily by signing at tho Elk’s Club that 
Sunday afternoon. 

"l an A years of ago, and ounnot rononbor os well a« I 
used t c- • This is all X oan rojionbor and this statement of two pegoe 
is true and eorroot to the best of ny knowledge. I have road this 
staten-nt* 


IH:SWI3J 7 fITH 




fr 7ituosst 


Spooii-1 Agont f FBI# 
■jfc Spoaial 


tt 



RE: JOHN L. LETI6, ET AL 


INTEHVT 




s interviewed c.t his reeidonco 
Springfield, Illinois, on t 
r IS. 1943. bv Soecinl Agents 

" T “ “ - A w 

is considered as a goo 


mng 


oen a coal miner for Mm years* 
He is not difficult to”under stand, .vis a keen memory, and an intelligence 
above that of the average miner* It is not believed that ho would bo easily 
confused on cress exejmi nation* He gave information set forth in the follow- 
i nr statement t 


* Springfield, Ill_ 

G,-. *. ro7x 

UVpVOUL'dl J. U , 

I wn s be. 

mate the roller Ting statement t: 

who hr. vo identified themselves uo me to be Special 

Axilla Liw leJJHi Dvroau of Investigation* Mo promisee , threats, or con- 
sideration of any kind have been made to me to get me to make this statement* 




”1 worked at Mine A from about until February, 1941* I was a 

member of the Progressive Mine Workers of amorica until September 1341* be- 
fore I read the announcement in tho paver that Mine A had been purchased by 
ELSHDFF, I had heard of no dissension tmong tho Rfi? mentors* All of the men 
wure satisfied, except a very fow, and I think they wore strong R&I members* 


"When ELSHDFf bought liine A, there was no contract with any operator* 
It was ny understanding that because there was no contract that tho operator 
could hire or deal with anyone that he wanted to* Wo thought, and it was my 
opinion too, that ELS^FF would net overate nine A unless he could operate it 
with UlJtf men. I thought this, and I ;hink most cf the men thought this, be- 
cause of the things that they lad hoard about what had happened at Mine B dur- 
ing the trouble there * From what wo ht d heard, ELSHDFF favored the UMW, and 
we all thought that we v/culd have to jcin the Dli» T in order to get our Jobs 
back. That was the id on tt-st of the men had at the Progressive meetings that 
I attended* Tha t was my idea* At the meetings of the Progressives, we dis- 
cussed that, ar£ JHHflMlHHlHBHiHHMH u6 that we would have 

tc join the U IK i^^rde^t^go^ou^jo^MSoc5^^ 

w At the first meeting held at the Progressive Hall, the men did not 
know what to do* Tnoy did not decide much* At the second meeting they were 
pretty discouraged, and did not get mt\ch done either. At the meeting in the 
Elk’s club, the men had ccne tc the conclusion that there was not much that 
they could do to get their jobs buck, and that it was the best chance for them 
to join the UlftV and maybe wo could got our jobs back. That was my Idea* We 
joined tho 0 ffil that night, not because we wanted to, but because we had to in 
order to keep our j;bs* At least, that was my reason* 
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" Ednunson came tc the meeting after it had been going 
for a while. He talked to us, and told us that if we 
joinod the- U13T that he would go to bat for us and that 
we would get our jobs back. He did not exactly def- 
left it pretty plain to us that he thought, that he ccul 
cake ELSHOFF do anything that he wanted him to do, and he almost premised us 
our jobs back. That is the reason that I joined the United Mine Workers. 

’’llothing unusual y happened after the nine reopened , but things were 
not ae good as before, and i left the mine as socn as I had a chance to get 
back into a Prorre^^^ve^iine , because I liked the Progressive Union better* 

1 am now a Progressive Mine. 

”1 have road the above statement on this and one other page. It is 
all true and accurate.” 


RE t JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 
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REt JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



11 Edemas on came tc the mooting after it had teen going 
for a while* He talked to ub, and told us that if we 
joined the ULW that he would go to bat for us and that 
we would get our jobs back. He did not exactly def- 
inetely say s , but he left it pretty plain to us that he thought. that he coul 
make ELSHOFF do anything that he wanted him to do f and he almost praaised us 
our jr bs back. That is the reason that I joined the United Mine Workers. 


’’Nothing unusualy happened after the nine reopened, but things were 
not as good as before, and 1 loft the mine as soon as I had a chance to get 
back into a Prorj^^^^eMine , because 1 liked the Progressive Union better* 

I am now a Progressive Mine. 

"1 have road the above statement on this and one other page. It is 
all true and accurate. w 


* 


RE: JOHN L, J.E-’”';, bt AL 



TOTFIR VlEff w as interviewed at his residence^ 

Springfield, Illinois, on the afternoon oi 
X943, b v SnftcigLi Agents 

and would not be considere^T^?^oo3^ 

witnes^du^t^th^fact that he doeBnot understand and speak Siiglish well. 
He gave information set forth in the following statement: 


s Springfield, 111 
September 13, 1953. 

*Uy name I was bo rn 

I have be en txti Arnericrn c i tr:^jTn_E_incje I make tho following state- 
ment to who have identified thorn* 

selves t c^n^x^D^DpociCL^Agent^o^tn^^^aeraiour eau of Investigation. No 
promiese , threats, or consideration of any kind has boon made to me to make 
this statement, 

"I worked at Mine A from JU until about March 1943. I belonged 
to the Progressive Mine Wirkcrs of American until September 1941 when Mine A 
opened up. Before that time I was well satisfied with the Progressive Mine 
Workers of America. I preferrod then to work under tho FMff, and do now, be- 
cause it is a better union, and they treat us better. I wns not at any of 
the meetings when the matter of chnning unions was discussed because I was in 
the hospital at that time. I was told that thoy were goin^t^tak^tho coal 
out of Mine A through Mine B if wo did not join tho told 

me that. I joined at the UlS^ building, in order to go to 
like it under the UJ Si out there, because of the way they were treating the 
men and would not let them talk or anything. I quit and went to the arsenal, 
and am now working at ABflBHflB a Progressive Mine. I do not want to go 
back to a U1SR T mine, 

tt Tho above statement on this page has been read to mo by 
It is all true and accurate. 



F.B.I. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL. 



the average miner. He gave information set forth in the 
following statement: 


or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this statement* 


■when the mine was sold by RIAN, X remember that the men at the mine changed 
unions when the new company took over, but I do not remember why. There had 
been no talk before then about changing unions that I know of. I was 
satisfied to work under the Progressive line Workers, but it did not make 
much difference to me which union I belonged to. I went to some of the 
meetings at the Progressive Hall when this matter was discussed. I also 
went to the meeting at the Elk's hall when the men voted to go to the U1JW# 

I sat in the back that night and cannot recall what happened or what was 
said. EIMJNSON talked that night, but I do not know what he said because I 
could not hear him* I joined the UIW that afternoon becai^^th^rest of the 
men were signing up. After the mine re-opened, I saw flHmjmm^round 
the mine once. I do not know what he was doing out 


"Springfield, HI, 
September 15, 1943 



"I have worked at Hine A for about six years. I was working there 


"I was always satisfied, and I think most of the men were 
satisfied with the PDV. 

(signed) 




F.B.I." 
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He i JOHN L. Lff«'IS, ET AL 




i xmmr ftITfi ^^^^^^^■w&e_intenriewed at his residenoe, 

" Springfield, Illinois on tbs 

seoial Agents 
^Tfts “born In 
"was very difficult 

»rstand end advised that he could not read. Be did not attend 
any meetings of the local and joined the BUT* only when he went bank 
to work and they asked him to sign before he oould work* He did 
not knar what he had signed. & had always been satisfied with the 
union before but did not really know much about what the union was 
or what the difference was. Due to his inability to read, no sipied 
statement was obtained. 
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REt JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



INTERVIEW WITH ^ ras interviewed at his re eidence located 

Springfield, 

, by 

not considered as a ^co^w^nos^inasEiuch as he is very hard _ cf hearing. He 
gave information set fcriii in the following statement which he refused to sign, 
but which he stated w&s true and accurate* 


f 

? 

k 


“Springfield, 11 
September 1S # 1945. 




"My name is 
1 make the follovrLn, 
ho have identified thoosGlvus to me 


Bureau of Investigation, 
has been nade to no to make this statement. 


promises # threats, or consideration of any lei d 


”1 have worked at Mine L for about 7 years. I an working there now, 
and wrrkod there at the tine that the local of Mine A changed fron the Pro- 
gressive Mine Workers cf America tc the United Mine Workers of America, 1 
do not knew nuch about what happened at that ti e . I know that a new company 
took over* and they changed tho unions. I did net attend any of the mootings, 
or know anything about what happened at the meetings. I did net go anywhere 
until tho nine was reeponed, and went back to go to work* At that tine I 
joined the UM*Y, Prior tn that time I was satisfied with the operation of the 
P!iV f and would have been just as satisfied tc work under that union. I think 
most of the men felt the sane^ way, but it did net make much difference to mo. 

"X he ve read the above statement cn this page and it is all true 
and accurate. 11 



r 
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RE I JOHN L. LE7IS, ETJ.*L 


at Mine "a* under 



difficulty in und or- 
is not boliovod that 
he- would nuke & good witness. Hie statement is as follows* (He ad- 
mitted coo arrest for violation of tho National Prohibition ant.) 


"Springf iold , Illinois 
September 18, 1943* 






voluntary ^tetanent toj 

whom I know to bo Spcoial Agents of the Federal Bureau of Invei 
gation. No throats or pranisos of any kind have boon made to jicj I 
ha vo boon told I nood not nalio uny statement and that this statement 
oiiii bo used in oourt. 


-uncrica in 


*1 was boru in 

-nd was natur 



prihgl 


I oaoo to 
lois or 


I have boon onployod at liino "a" since about, 


nerribor of the United liine Vfurkors Union at that time, 
ployed at liine "a" us a digger. 



"I rerun bor joining tho Progressive Mine Uorkors union 
in 1932 and joining the United liine "jorkcre in 1941 but I have no 
preference for either union. I loarned about the sale of Hino "a* 
through a lottor from Mr. BILL This didn't neon anything to 

me. I attended a meeting of tho minors at the Elks Club at whioh 
tho non voted to Join tho United liino Workors. I voted to go over to 
tho United Mine ■'iorkors so I could keep my job und beoc.use all tho 
other non voted to go ever. I voted to go over booause I understood 
that ELSHOl-’P wouldn't operato liino "a* with tho Progressive Minors. 

"i have no preference for either union, I only wcrnt to 

work. 


rt I hovo boon read the within statement consisting of ono and 
o half pages and it is all true. 







Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL. 


injEm^gTK dHHBf 

Hi^BI 1HHr^ n 



' was interviewed at his residence, 

Springfield, Illinois, on th^a^rnoon ol 
1943by Special Agents^ 

o u Id make a good witness* he has an 

intelligence aDov^Tnato^tn^average miner. He makes a good appearance, 
and can express himself well. He gave information set forth in the following 
statement: 


“Springfield, 111. 
September 15, 1943 


»Kv 


name 
I 


am now workin 
loilowing^statement to 
have identified themselves to 
of Investigation. No promises, threats, 
made to me to make this statement. 



or 


I was born ini 

jnake 
who 
Bureau 

consideration of any kind has been 


WKKm I was corn inJBHBHIH 


"I worked at Mine A off and on four about 
November 1941. I worked at the mine at the ti e that i 



years, ending in 
closed for the summer 


of 1941. At that time, and up until the mine was sold, there had been no talk 
about changing unions. I had heard of none at all. Although the men were not 
entirely satisfied with the way the Progressive Mine Workers were taking care 
of them, they would have gone beck to work as Progressives, and continued to 
work that way if nothing had happened. I am not sure what happened there to 
c ause the men to c hange over, I was not seeing the men much in those days. 
■■MHHHHHHBH were close friends of mine, and they came to ny house on_ 
^gnt^an^talxea to me about the situation. I did not go to any meetings 
except the meeting at the Elks' Club when the vote was taken to go over to the 
UMVY.* As I understand, the men were told that they would have a better chance 
of getting the mine opened if they joined the Ul.'.V . Most of them wanted to get 
back to work pretty badly, and I think that is the reason that they changed. 


"I personally did not care much which union I belonged to. I was a 
little disgusted with the Progressives at that time, and was willing to go over 
to the UMft if there was a chance that the mine would open ary sooner. That Is 
the reason that I joined the UlftV, I do not know that there was ary talk made 
to the men that ELSHOFF would close the mine down, or that he would not 
operate with PMW men. I do not know that the men thought that ELSHOFF had 
arything to do with unions or preferred one over the other. 


"The night that the vote was taken to change unions, EEKUNSON 
talked. I cannot remember what it was that was said. I was not interested, 
and wanted to get home, I knew that they were going U1TA' and so I did not 
pay much attention to the details. 


"I had ridden to the meeting with 



They were 




~*v 


X 


f 


Res JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL. 


INTERVIEW WITH 



arid' since I had ridden with them, 

^^TaveTwith them when the 'went over to the UlStf building 
and EIMJNDSON' s office, 1 do not recall what was said over 
there then, EEKUNSOH swore them into the U1£V. ELS HOFF and 
some other man came to the meeting there, and there was some talk about the 
mine. I do not recall that ELSHOFF said anything about what he planned to do 
4- 1-, <fr W a s-sY* fi fl 1 ^ ,Twt.h<mi shnnt, the unions. I was at his office when the 

contract was signed. I do not know or remember many of the details, 

we re mine while after 

it reopened, I did not know at that time that they were Uttw organisers. I 
did not know what they were doing out there, 


[continue 


«I worked for a while, and quit at Line A when they changed the work 
around, and put a lot more work on me. There was nothing about the union 
involved in ay quitting. 

■I am now a member of the USST. I would have stayed in the PtW if the 
mine had reopened, hiring Pl£«< men, but it did not make too much difference to 
me, 

"There was no compulsion that I know of put on the men t <y either 
union either to keep them from joining the UlSflf or to get them to join the 


"I have read the above statement on this and two other pages, 
is all true and accurate. 

(signed)j 


It 


WITNESSES : 


RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 



ober 


15, 19 45, by Special _ 

Awould make a fair witries^Cu^TTTiB average ability to express Mmsel 
"and be understood. Be gave information set forth in the following signed 
statement : 


"My name is 


"Springfield, 111 
September 13, lSTB. 

I was born in i 

I am now an American my fathei^^^^^mak^^thc following state- 

ment to have identified them- 

selves of Investigation. No 

premises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been mado to me to make 
this statement. It is all truo and accurate. 



"I went to work at Mine A in 1935 or 1936^1 worked there until 
about February of 1943. I an now employed at When I went to Mine 

A I was a member of the Progressive Kino * 0 rkers bf Amer ica . I Joined tho 
Unitee Mine Workers in 1941 when ELSBDFF bought the mino and it was reopened, 
because I wanted to work ♦ 


"Until the timo that I heard that ELSB9FF had bought Mine A, I heard 
no talk about changing unions, or any disatisfaction with the Progressive Mine 
Workers of America. There were some meetings about tho change of ownership 
and what we would have to do about It. I went to a couple of meetings at the 
Progressive Hall, but did not go to any other meetings. As I understand and 
remember, wo wore told that they were- going to take the coal out of Mine A 
through Mine B. They told us tha^he^would close Mino A and not open it 
unless we would Join the UI£W. thc one who did 1,1081 of ^ 

talking and said this at thc meetingstna^l attended. 

"I did not go to the meeting when they voted to join the TOW. I 
did not want to become a member of the TOW, and did not go back tc work at 
the Mine for about two weeks after it was reopened bocause I did not want to 
join the TOW. However, I finally joined the TOW bocause I wanted to work. 

"After the mine reopened thore was a lot of things that went on 
out there. They triod to get those of ub who were still strongly HW to quit, 
and gave us poor rooms, "decked" us, and had different weights, they also 
threatondod us, and fined us all the timo or threatened to fino us for every- 
thing. 

"I stayed at Mine A until I eould got another Job at a Progressive 
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RE: JOHH L. LEVIS, ET AL 


T V rp-^TjTrT -C* * : VJT TM 



YU**. 

■*Xiia • 
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could work, and changed as soon as I could. I would never 
have changed from the FISK unless I had to to keep my ^ob. 


"I ht.vo read the abovo statement on this page and one other. It 
is all true and accurate. " 


0 



RE : JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 


O 


NTERVIS7 WITH 





‘“"“gHMHBHiB not considered cs a good witness due to tho foci 
a^hi^^^uTicult^understanding and speaking foglish, He gave informa- 
tion set forth in the following signed statement* 

* Springfield, 111 
September 13, 19?5. 

I make the following statement tc^ 

| v.ho have identified thtmselves to j&e to 

be Special Agents of tho Federal Sureou of Investigation. He promises, threats, 
or consideration of r.ny kind have been made to mo. 

n I worked at Mine A about J^^ears . _ I wrj 

the uni ~ n at • j 

I do not speak cr under stai 

.ish well. I went to son© meetings ax "cn” Prc gressive Hall wno the company 
chfjogod ownership of Line A, I do net remenbor hew many meetings I went to. 

As I~Venomber, tho pit committee made a report that the new company would not 
hire anybody but United Mine ."orkers, and I did not want to join the United 
Kino V7o rkers, sc I quit work at Mine A. I did not gc to any meetings at any 
ether plr.ee, 

"I was satisfied with the operation cf tho Progressive Mine Workers 
cf America and did n f .t went to change unions, 

"The above statement on this page has been road to me byj 
It is all true and accurate," 





F.B.I. 


3BB - 






I 


RE: JOHK L. LEMS, ET AL 



common 

cf Boptonbor 13 , 1943, by Special Agents 

is considered ns a good potontio^witnessT Ho is not difficult 
t** understand, he car. express himself fairly well, and -he would be difficult 
to confuse on cross exncinaticn. Ho gave infomation Bet forth in the follow- 
ing signed statement : 


"Springfield, Ill_ 
September 13, 1943, 


"Ky name is T was born in| 

I on t citozen through r.y father, ^^r^r^arerking at 
1 make the following statement to HHIHf r> ^ t^ma 
who have identified themselves to m^t^bJ^opcciol Agents i 
ecu of Investigation, lie promises threats or consideration of any kind has 
been made to me to make this statement , It is true and accurate. 



"I went to Iline A in 1933 or 1934, I was employed at Kino A in 1941 , 
and stayed there until January 1943, during p, 11 of the time that I was em- 
ployed at Mine A, I was a membor cf the Progressive Hino Workers of America 
up until September 1941, when I joined the United liine Workers, I joined the 
UliiT in order to keep ny job, AH the time before that I had beon satisfied 
with tho PI 57, and would have preferred tc stay in that union. It was a strong 
EHW mine. I think all of the men wore satisfied with the FMV/, and I did not 
hear any talk about changing unions until the announcement in tho paper that 
ELSHOFF was going tc operate liino A, 


"Scon after that X get a cord fm fUmH He asked me to 
cone to a mooting. I did not go. I did go to a couplecf meetings at tho 
Progressive Hall, I do not recall exactly what hr.pponed at those meetings. 
There was a lot cf talk. As 1 recall the talk was that they werogeing to 
close down the nine, and take the coal out through iiine B. HjfBB tH® 
men told us that they would close tho nine down and net work it if we stayed 
Fdtf. They said that re would have tc join the UUW in order te work at Mine A, 
I did net want tc- join the Uil>f, raid did net go to the meeting when they voted 
abcut changing unions, blxon the rest of the men had joined Idle C12V, I decided 
to go back to work, and tc work about three days later. I would rather have 
stayed in the P1W. After the nine became UliV, they would not let us talk at 
all about things at the nine. The old men were not allowed to speak their 
own languages, ^hose of us who thoy thought were still strongly Flfflf, were 
given poor rooms, and treated poorly. They wore trying to get us to quit. 

They kept an armed guard at the mine shaft for quit a while after the change 
and the opening as UHV. There never had been an armed guard there before. 
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REs JOHH L. LE/IS, ET A L 


t 




They tried tc keep us from saying anthing about working 
conditions, and threatened those of" us who were strongly 
R Sii, They put a lot of "docks" on us, and them was a 
change in the weights ef the coal* 

*'0no day I hoard and several of the canpany men, who wore 

strongly for the UK.< tf.lking^hnt pretty soon they would have &ld ^est, and 
sotvO cf the other P55n mines in a short tine. 



'Thoy also fined us if wo did not buy cur coal at Mine A. 


"I know whcHmf^is. He stayed in the mine 'ffice every 
n: rning for along time after the mine reopened. I do not know what he was 
supposed tc be doing there. 


"As soon as 

X quit liine A, and vrchtT't' w~ r 
tinuo to work under the U1X- ■ 



op ened up , and I could get another job, 

so that I would not have tc con- 


"X have road this statement ;n this and one other page. It is all 


true and accurate. 


I 


c 


o 


SEj JOHN L, LE..IS, ET AL 


Iwas interviewed by Special agents SB 
English, 


IKTEfiVIEVi LITI I _____ - - _ 

1HBH ^ nd BIHUH HIHH s P eaks ver y p°°r Engi*™* 

and although he appeared to be cooperative, he apparently 
dees not have much pertinent information relative to instant case. It i» 
believed ho would be a poor w itness, Thore is set forth below the signed 
statement executed by 


M Scpt. 15, 1943 
Springfield, 111. 



gation. Kb 
statement. 


make the following voluntary statement to | 
^^cial Agents cf the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
s“^r promises have been made to induce me to make any 


m 


"I was bern 
I work at Iline 


a U.S. cititen 


I have been a member cf tho U.L'. 


my 


life, I started working at Line 



and still work there* 


"In 1932 when the rest cf tho non joined Progressive I also 
signed up for that union. I thought the H~A was a good union. I remember 
that Kino a was shut down in the spring of 1941 and some time in the late 
Bummer I heard that Ftyan sold Line A to ^lshoff. 


”1 heard that the FLA had some mootings in the fall of 1941 
after the mine was sold, but the only on o I attendod was the one at tho 
Elks Club, was at that meeting that the men decided to join U.1I«<., 


”1 didn't want to join the U.K.',.. but 1 saw that all the rest 
of the men were joining sc I docidod to join up bocauso I didn't want to 
lose ny job, Edmondson gave a nice talk at tho mooting. He said he was 
g^&d we were coming back to tho U.L.*.. and that it wouldn't cost us sn y* - 
thing. I can't remember any other speoches, but there was all kind of 
talking among the men that if they didn't join the ULii they wouldn't work. 
I also heard some talk about the mining of coal from Lino A through Line 
B, 


"I joined the U.K, 7.'. union that night at the Elks Club because they 
said I couldn’t get another job. Sinoe I was on old man I figured 1 had 
better sign up. No force was used to make me sign up othor than the above. 


"This statement has boon read to me by 
true to the best of ray memory. 

/»/ 

Li tnessedi 



and it is 



^Special Agents, F.B.I., U.S. Dopt. of Justice* 


S91 




o 



*»’ T 
••'(IW Api 


T 



h but it was difficult to make him understand, 

the stated that he knew little of the facts concerning iiine A 


of investigation, ko inreats or promises have been made to induce 
me to make any statement. 


the U.K.,;. at that tine. I joined the progressive union in about 
1932 vhCn the rest of the men joined that union, I did not have 
anything to do with the starting of progressive. As far as I am 
concerned everything was going along fine in the mine in the spring 
of 1941, I have never held any office in any union and was never 
interested in union affairs. 

**I remember that somebody told me in the fall of 1941 that 
Elshoff had bought line A. I never attended any of the pro- 
gressive meetings that were held at that time, I didn't go to 
any meeting at the * j lks. 1 Yfent-up j/ith a bunch of men to the 
United 4ine office and signed up with United, I joined to keep 
- 3 »r\v*n nor anrf Spmusr the rest ioined. Nobody ever threatened me or 


the follovring signed statement. 


"Sept_ 14, 1943 
Springfield, 111 


to 



ke the following voluntary s tatement 
! Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 



jjfl and presently reside 
iy a contractor by the 


started work as a miner in kine A in about 


and joined 



"1 have read this statement of 2 pages and it is true to the 
best of my memory. 



"Witnesses 


/S/ 



) Special agents, FBI 
) U. &. Dept_ of Justice" 
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Re: JOHN l. LEWIS, ETA 1 

t 



Special Agents I 
Jleft Line A "when it closet 

down in 1941 and states that he has no knowledge of what 
happened subsequent to this. He is not, therefore, being recommended as a 
witness. He furnished the following statement: 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 15 , 1943 



» I residing 

voluntary I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 In 315 d 

Special Agents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
have been made to me to induce me to make a statement. 


-ake the following 
knowing them to be 
o threats or promises 


"I was born 



I am new em~ 

ployed 1 workecl at kinc A irom 1933 to the 

Spring o^^ 41 ^^^^e^nge^t^^ogressive Line Workers during all of that 
time and I have never belonged to U.I.w. 


"I left line A in the Spring of 1941. At that time the mine was 
strongly Progressive. I do not know anything concerning the switch over to 
United Line Workers. 

iij have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 

correct. 



Special Agents, F.B.I., 
U. S. Dept, of Justice'* 


* 
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REt JOHN L. LET.’IS, ET AT 





was intorviovrod by Spocial Agent « 


Bufforing fron oyc trouble. Due to his inability to understand English well, 
he knows littlo of rdiat happened at Mine A and is not rocommondod as a wit- 
ness, Eis statement is ns follows! 


Bureau of Investigate on. No threats or premisos have boon made to Induoe me 
to make a statement. 


find am net a U. S. citizen. I have, been u minor nil my lifo and 6tarto. 
ing at nine A in about |HH| and am still working there. I first joinod the 
TJ, &. >7, and in about ^3^1 joined Progressive, As far as I know thore is- 
n't any difference between the two unions. I have never paid much attention, 
to union activities. 

"In the early fall I heard that Ryan sold Mine A to Elshoff. I 
didn't foci good abcut it, bocauso I ivas afraid I would lose sy job. I hoard 
c. lot of talk, but didn't understand much of it as I don’t understand much 
English. Somebody said they might vrork Kino A through Uino B and somebody 
else said OQybo no work ut all. 


I know that I wont to sono hc.ll and signed up for tho U. K. W, after every- 
body else signed up. 

"Nobody over tliroatcncd me or beat mo up. I joined D. U< U* because 
I wanted to koep my job. Since I ran getting old I wantod to bo suro I had a 


"Sept. 17, 1943 
Springfiold, 111. 



p, make the following volun- 
Spoci&l Agonts of the Federal 


"I was b orn in 



cane tc the U. S. in 



"I didn't go to any of the Progressive meetings that I remember of. 


job, 

"This statement hc.6 boon road to me b 
t0 tho best of W ^>®ory. 



and it is true 


A/ 



"Witnesses 



Special Agents, FBI 
U. S. Dept of Justico" 
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Its JOHfl L. LET IS, ET AL. 

i 



f'.. -■ 


i 

?■ 


He T'ould nako a goo 
difficult to confus 
of the average niner.. Ho furnished the foil erring infomation cs contained 
in a signed statement. „ 

"Springfield, HI 
“Sept enter 9, 194”3. 




of any kind has been nadc to no to naicc tTiis^ statonont. I an rilling if 
necessary to go to court and repeat ary part of this statonent. 


»I rorked rt I line fron 1924 until 1941. I have air' ay 3 boon 
active in the locals at llinc A, vhon it ras UJ4. and also rhen it Tras 
K’. , i fas oj3 the greivoiice connittce, by-lav' connittco of both locals. 




iktewib: t ith 



! ras lnter vigred on Soptcnbcr 9, 19^ 

Special Agents 

” f Springrielc^ Illinois . 

vitne 33 as he expresses rn.nso.Li. clearly and rould bo 
e on cross exanination. Kis intelligence is above that 
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"Mine j. vas closed riurin; the sunner of 1941. The nen at the 
nine voro Mostly roll satisfied vith the Tray the local vras beinfj operated, 
end voro satisfied vitli beinf; Pit' najbers, In 1932 when nine A local 




/**• 



I 

I 


He; JOHN L. LS-IS, ET AL. 

t 



i?as formed there were 28 non who voted to take the 
cut that John L. Lowis wanted. The rest of us voted not 
to take the cut. That was when the Progressive Mine 
tiorkers of America was formed. These 28 men at 
J{i;ie A more or less stuck together during all the years, and I think they all 
■' anted to go back to the Some of them vent to the Utf; meetings, I saw 

them, Aside from these men, the rest of the men were satisfied to belong to 
the PiA of A. Bill ftran, rho had been nmning Mine A had been hard to get 
along rith for a long tine, and had always wanted to have the mine go back 
to the tEIu I know, because I heard him say so. 


"Along in the summer of 1941, rumors started goxng around thatiyan 
i as going to sell lfi.no « and that the coal would be takesn out through 
Ifinc B. I knot.’ that that could bo done. It was well known that Mine A 
end Hinc E were connected. They used the same air shaft, and there 
tore several places where the entries from A and B wont to within 20 feet 
of each other. Then there wore some old workings that ran straight across 
from A to B. Host of us knev7 that becauesc once re had to go out from 
Mine A through Mine B. 


"Soon after the announcement came out in the paper that 
ELshoff was going to operate Mine A, 1 got a letter from tho 
Uniteed Ifinc T.orkcrs. It vas a form letter, printed, and ras signed by 
fey Edi'iunson. It came through the mail. As near as I can remember, 
the letter" said that ELshoff was going to operate Mine A, and that he 
v as going to take coal out of mine A through Mine B, and that wo would 
not be able to work unless wo joined tho UNITED MINE 1 OIKSHS^. Tho letter 
stated that if vo joined tho United Mine Tiokers that Mine A would be 
opened, and we would be able to work. He invited ue all to join the 
United Ifinc L.'orkere. I think all of the men at Mine A got such aletter , 

I do not remember what happened to ny copy. 


"Folloring the announcement in the paper that Elshoff \ as going to 
operate Mine A, and the receipt of this letter the Special Mooting of 
local #51 was held. I tliink that the committee which vas oloctod that 
night could not find KLshoff, and cane back and reported that. The man 
on that committee that 2 can remember are dead nor. At the Second meeting, 
these won raported that fact, and a now coofittee was appointed to see Elshoff. 
This new corxfittee vas undo up of new from the 28 rho had not wanted to form 
the PlA in 1932. I think that they got ahold of Elshoff, but I do not knar. 

«At the first meeting net nuchwaa done but talk about the situation, 
the possibility of rot being able" to" work Mine A then they wore takint 
coal out from B, etc. The committee being appointed was about tho only 
business taken place. 
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"At the second meet in 
named Has elected 


the committee whichis 



iktsbtis; triTH 

(Continues 

others talked. They said that the nine would be worked if we would join 
the mi.. ®^thrc^ his hat on the floor, and said that we were going 
over to the UlT then. That is when I decided that they union would prob- 
ably go over, so I got up end left right then. 


"Another nesting was held at Bodnar* s hall a couple of days later. 
I did not go to that nceting, but I sav; announcements and advertisements 
in the pa per about this nceting. Ed nunson was supposed to have talked to 
the men at that meeting. 


"I have read the above statement on this and four other pages* 
-i-t is all true and accurate. 




F-3.I. 

Tal Agent FBI" 
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EE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 





>ooial Agents 

does not under* 

stand English very weii ana because of this, is not in 
possession of such pertinent information. Due to his inability to olearly 
understand, he is not reooramended aB a witness, ffle statement is as follows* 

» Springfield, Illinois 


i a 

QO^VOUWOA AJ| 


1 CkA*. 



make the fo Hewing voluntary statement 
knowing them to be Spooial Agents in 
th ^Fed^S^B^oo^of Investigation. No threats or promises havo boen^ 
mado to ma to induo o mo to mako a statomont. I prosontly reside* at 
flHHMHBnd am amployod. ut Hina A* 

"I was born |inHHHHiHHHIHiH|^Hf aud oaao to tho 
XJ, s, in (MB. I am not a U. S. oitizon although 1 havo my rirst papore, 

I havo boo^a minor most all of ny lifo and joined UMY whan I oomo to Spring- 
field. I startod at Kino A about fH|and whon Progrossivo startod in 1932 
I also joinod. I hnd nothing to d^?Hh forming F.HJU and I am not 6uro why 
P.M.A. startod; thoro was some trcwblo with JOHN L. LEWIS. 

, "In tho fall of 1941, I got a lottor from RYAN tolling that 

ho had sold Mino A to ELSHOFF. Everybody said if wo didn't join U.M.W. tho 


mino wouldn't ufim, 


~ 4- t. A 4*V%c\4- A HP u*n 

U ly.il V3i, O OVA J. Ufc M .A- A. nv 


tfn ’■Tftuld b&fik ’to 

J v ' " " " - 


work. I don't understand English too woll and am not suro as to ovorything 
that was said* 


"I wont to a mooting on Monroo Stroot botvvoon 4th and 6th 
and thoro was a lot of discussion as to what tho mon would do. Most of tiio 
man said wo would havo to join U.M.7/. if wo wont back to work. Thoro was 
about oighty mon at this mooting. I didn't soo any fights, no ono throaton- 
od or boat mo. I noxt wont to a mooting at tho Elk's Club. EDMUNDSCW 
t&lkad thoro. I don't undarstnnd all of tho English words but ho said if 
wo wantod to join U.M.W. wo oould, but wo didn't have to. Ho said thoy 
didn’t want any troublo. Evorybody signed up for U.M.W. than, I did too. 

What olso oould I do - I wantod to koop ny job and all tho rest of tho 
follows joined U.U.VY. Tho unions aro about tho samo anyway. 

and it is truj 


U. S. Dept, of Ju&tloo* 


"This $tataiaor.t has boon road to mo by 
and oorroot to tho best of my memory. 


Wit nos sod* 




Spooial Agonts, FBI 
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ur , 


T*. T ® T 


rwTOvrr; :ttttj 



vrfia interviewed by 
and 


Spo cl al Ag onts 

"I barely understands English and 
Lb belie vod that ho would be a poor 


speaks in a very broken dialect t 
witness inasmuch as it was very difficult to make him understand the mean- 
ing cf questions put t o him by Ag ents ■ There is sot forth below tho slgnod 
statement executed by 


"Sept* 17, 1943 

w r* ***t>**’-*— i — -r-w 


moke tho fcllovring voluntary statement to 
JpoFTnl Agonts cf tho Fedor al Buroau of Inves- 
ti gat ion • No threats cr promisee have been mado to induce mo to moke any 
statement * 





"I was born Ir 

and have boon a citizen since SdptTor Dot# oj 
life and tun still working at Kino A. 


:mo to tho U* S. in 
I rave boon a 


"I started working at Itino A in 1927 & joined tho PMA. in 1932 • 
Yihcn I hoard th: t Ryan had sold Mine A to Elshoff I was afraid I would lose 
my job* Everybody said Elshoff might not open tho uino* 


"I denrt understand uuch English so I have never £ono to many 
union meetings * I went to the mooting at tho Elks Club in tho fall of 
1941 and joined the U* U* a\ when all the rest did* Sobocy ovor boat sa© 
up and I joined UU- because I though I wouldn't bo able to work if I d idn't 
sign* 

"This statement has boon roud tc mo by I wish to 

rtato it is tru^ to the best of my naraory# 


A/ 



"fitnesseds 



Spocial Agents, F* B* I* f 
C* S* Dep't* of JuBtico." 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ETjaL 



a witness , His 


oonoerning matters at 
statement is as follcwst 


rviewe d by Special Agents 
He knows but little 
not recommended as 


Springfield, Illinois 
September- 16, 1945 


make 



aj 

the following voluntary statement and 

, knowing them to be Speoial Agents in the Foderaj^ureau of Investi- 
gation. No threats or promises have been made tome to induoe me to make n 

statement. 


now employed b; 
in about Novemb or, 
time I had boer 



”1 was born on and am 

;irst started mining 
Lae I started at Mine A. Prior to that 

*ihen I started at Mine A I joined the 

Progressive Union and as far as I know, the union w as all right and the 
men were satisfied. 


"The mine was closed in the summer of 1941 and some- 
time during late summor I learned that tho mine had boon sold to ELSHQFT. 
It didn’t moan anything to me when I heard of it. I know there .were 
soma meetings held by the Pr ogres siv^men from Mine A, but the only one 
I attended was at the Elks Club, talked at this meeting* I re- 

member that at this meeting someone said that unless we joined U.U.W. 
ELSHOFF would not open Mine J*, or else he would hoist ooal from Mine A 
through Mine £. 


”The men voted to join U.M.Yii. at this time, it sooos 
to me the men stood up. >7e signed oards to join U.M.W. EDMUNDSQN talked 
to us at this meeting but X do not remember what ho talked about i I didn’t 
pay muoh attention to what was going on, I was just fooling around. I 
was not threatenod or beaten but joined U.M.Y/. freoly, to keep my job, it 
didn’t mike any difference to mo. Yihon we wont baok to work under U.M.W. 
things were about tho boido, I didn’t see any difference. 1 quit Vine A in 
January, 1943 because I wanted to got another job. The minos were not good 
for me. 

"I have road tho above statement and deol&re it to be 



Special Agonts, FBI 
u. S. Dept, of Justice” 


EE: JOHN L* LBTIS, ETAL 




las interviewed by SA’fij 

f seemed to be sincere in his eta! 
ment that he had no inf ormati on of value to instant case* 
It is believed he would make a poor witness* There is set forth below the 
signed statement executed by 


Sept* 16* 1945 
Springfield* 111* 


ment to 
Investi gat 
any statement* 



rake the following voluntary state- 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
or promises have been made to Induoe me to make 


citizen in 
A since 



,T I wa b born on 
I reside at 



d became a U* 6* 
eon employed at Mine 


”1 was working at Mine A in 1932 when the progressive union 
was started and I joined the PtaA. then. I never have gone to many union meet- 
ings and never paid much attention to union business* so I do not know much 
about the union activity at Mine A. I don’t like trouble and it doesn’t 
make any difference to me which union I belong to as long as I work* 

"I recall that Mine A shut down in the spring of 1941 and 
sometime in the early fall I saw in the paper that RYAN had sold Mine A to 
ELSHOFF* I didn’t feel bad about it and had no feeling or opinion that the 
mine would be operatod by united men* 

"I know that the P.M*A* held some meetings in the month of 
Sept* as the other men told me about it. I didn’t attend any of the meetings 
at the P*M*A. hall or Redman Hall. I also remember going to a meeting on a 
Sunday end at that time the men dooided to join the United, I don’t knesr 
for sure whoro this meeting was held* but I remember EDMGNDSOM talked. I 
know the meeting was not at the U*M*W# or the F*M*a* hall* I joined the 
U.M.W, at this meeting, but do not remember any of the names of the speakers 
or what they talked about* 

n This statement has been read to me 
wm an< * it is true to the best of my memory* 

Witnesses: 

/*/ 

Special Agents* FBI 
U. S. Dept* of Justice" 
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BE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


INTERVIEW WITH 


Speoial Agents 

is friendly and co- 
operative, but appears to have little information concerning 



Tf nnriA** nmr ^owrtmr . 


Via 


oould bo used as a witness to testify to those natters set out in the follow- 
ing statement* 


Sept. 16, 1945 
Springfield, 111* 



meat to 

of Investigation, 
males anv Etcitci&dnt^ 


make the foil wing voluntary state- 
Bpeoial agents of the Federal Bureau 
or pi’cmises have been made to induoe me to 


and presently live 


ar 



ployed there. I had been a miner for come time before I went to work at 
Mine A* I think a lot of the men wore in favor of the PwMJ** because they 
wanted to get rid of L£r<;iS* Most of the men liked PMA £ everything went 
M-?rm A vt-= k *n! d bv RYjJJ to ELS HOFF. 


ftlrmir trr>r>A T 

t» w * 


n I recall that in the early fall of 1941 I heard that RYAN 
had cold Mine A to ELSHQFF* I don't recall how I exaotly hoard about it, 
but remember I thought at tho time that I might not have my job# 


H I remember that some time in the first weak of Sept# 1941# 

I went to n meeting at the P*M*A. This meeting was oalled for the purpose 
of finding out whether or not tho men would join the U.MrY** I think it 
was settled that ELSHQFF intended to operate t he mine only with United men* 
This meeting was presided over by T believe a oomaittee was 

appointed to go see ELSHQFF about the opening of the mine# 


c4- AUd Z> TJ L 

■* V V»iV A 


. _ j -a* w - c.4> 4-Kj=* o u l Vkftll ft 

'2 ttieu wetii w » suuuuu mw **v w*iv * «— •** * ■— — 

timo after the first and I believe that at that time the committee reported 
that if 200 progressive men joined tJ.M.W., then ELSHQFF would open the mine* 
I don't remember any other details of this meeting* 


"I also went to a meeting at Kedmon Hall and fm^reported 
that ELSHQFF had said that if the men joined U.lt. r i. he would open the mine. 
I do not know of any fighting that took plaoe at any of these meetings 4 
I don't know any further do tails about these meetings. 
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RE, JOHN L. LE^IS, ET^L 


n I next went to & meeting at the Elis Club and I recall that 
it was at this meeting that we were told that unless we 
joined U.M.VJ. we wouldn’t be able to go to work* I reoall 
that a standing vote was taken to join the United & everyone 
indicated they wanted to Join U.H.YI. I signed a U.lihV. oard that nlte. I 
remambor that EDMONDSON came to the meeting but I oan't remember what he 
talked about. 


INTEEVIJ^JflTH 

TcSuKed^^ 


"I had been out of work once before for over two years and 
the only thing 1 was interested in was in keeping my job. I didn't onre 
which union I belonged to as long a6 I hold my job. I was never beaten up 
or forced to join any union. Other than as sot out abovu, I do not have any 
information as to why the men all joined United. 


"I have read over this statement of 3 pages and it is true 
to the best of my memory. 


Y7itnessodj 




Spooial Jvgonts, FBI 
U. S. Dept, of Justico" 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ETA1. 


Re : 


as interviewed by Special Agents 



is above the average mxnej 
telligence and although friendly, expressed his preference for U.L.h, over 
P.li.A. He furnished no information of particular value and his value as a 
witness for the Government is doubtful. His statement is as follows: 



"Springfield, HI. 

Sept. 15, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 
! Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make ary statement 

"I was born on4fHIHHflfl|||HHI (Jand became a U. S. citizen 
through ny father. I hav^bee^^fl^Sera^^sylife and was foremen for Pea- 
body for about M years and other mines. I presently reside al 
■HHI I have 1 been employed by the Line A Coal Company f or the pasi 
^^ar^ana presently work nights at the mine I joined theT.k'.W 
when I first started in as a miner. 



"I was at Line A in 1932 when the state went progressive and joined 
the P.L.A. at that time. I was satisfied with the U.L.W. and didn't approve of 
the formation of the P.k.A., but I didn't take ary active part in the oppositio 
The truth of the matter is that although I paid dues in the P.l’.A. I never 
actually signed a card for the P.ii.A, I have never paid much attention to ary 
of the union activities, but have always been more in favor of U.L.w. I always 
felt there should be only one union in the mines and there wasn't any need for 
P.L.A. For a majority of the time I have been at Line A I have been working 
nights, and in view of that fact I have never had much contact with the men at 
the mine. 


"I cannot recall dates at all, but we shut down at Line A every 
spring that KIAN owned Line A so I imagine we also shut down in the eprlng of 
1941. I believe that I received a notice from RIAN to the effect that he had 
sold Line A to ELSHOFF * 

"At about that time there were a lot of rumors going around as to 
what was going to happen at Line A, Some said it wouldn't open and others 
said it would be mined through Line B. 

"I went to a meeting at P.K.A. ha^^bout that time a t which time 
the meeting seemed to be presided over by flHH| I recall that 
gave a little talk and suggested that the men take a vote as to what union 
they wanted to belong to. When the mine was sold by RIAN I heard that ELSHOFF 
had made the remark that he was going to operate Line A the same as Line B. I 
think most of the men felt there was a possibility that only U.L.W. men would 


Re: JOHN 1. LE*IS, ETAL. 


,f be employed at Mine A. I believe there was a group of 
5 or 6 progressives who were members of another local, 
who came to that meeting* It was supposed to be only 
a meeting of the local at Mine A and I think some or 
the men resented the fact that these men were coming over to our meeting. *hen 
it was apparent that an argument might arise and maybe a little trouble, I de~ 
cided to leave the meeting* I didn't attend any other P.M.A* meetings during 



this period and did not go to the meeting at the Elk=> olut# 


"During this entire period I was working as a company employee on a 
salary basis so naturally I I didn't pay much attention to the activity of the 

men at the mine during the days* 


rt I an quite sure no vote was actually taken at the meeting I 
attended as described above, but I heard at a later date that all of the men 
had signed up with United, I believe I signed up with United about a week or 
two before the mine opened that fall. I was the last engineer to sign up and 
to the best of cy memory I signed up at the U.L.Yj. hall. No threats were ever 
made against me. 


... . . — 4- / MJ> MAX XW/4 1.T -5 r V-> +J»\ el «+fik 1 1 

"1 nave reaa over ^ais a ua titriwji u- ui *+ wu » mu w ~ ** 


^ i 


true to the best of ngr memory. 


:T7^n?qcpq 



(signed) 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 

U, S. Dept, of Justice.*' 


f 
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EE i JOHN L. U31TIS, ETAL 


m WITH 





was interviewed by Special Agents | 

b a very excitable persox 

and it was difficult" to obtain a coherent atory from him 
relative bo hi s knowled ge of insb&nt case. Xt ic believea n© wouau ■ 

[executed the following signed statement t 


poor witness . 



Springfield, 111* 

September 16, 1945 

n*Lke the following voluntary statement 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In- 
va g tigation * No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make 
any statement. 

n l am pr esently eirp^oye^a^HinQ A and reside at (HjlHH 
X was born on and became a U. S* citizen 

I have been mining coal most of my life and have been a 
member o^h^J.M.W. since about (Hi I started working at Mina A in 
1940 and had previously joined in 1932# Most of the men ware not 

satisfied with the and I felt that the P.M.A* should be started so 

the men would be satisfied. 

•’Vlhen I started working at Mine A it didn’t seem to me that 
the men were satisfied. The officers in the P*M»A. wanted to hold their 
office longer than they were supposed to and were not keeping their promises 
made to the men in P.H.A. I don't believe the men were satisfied with the 
way the P.MJu offioers were aoting, 

"I recall that the mine shut down in the spring of 1941 
and later on in the early fall I got a letter that RYAN had sold Mine A 
to ELSHGFF. TThen I heard that ELS HOFF had bought the mine I also heard 
that ELSHOFF was going to close tho mine, I heard that the P.M.A. men 
had several meetings in the fall of 1941, but I never attended any of 
those meetings, I heard that all of our men had turned over to United 
at the meeting at the Elks Club, but I don't know any of the details of 
those meetings. I don't oare what union I belong to as long as I have a 
job. After I heard all the men had joined U.M.W. I went^up^to^theJJ.M.W. 
hall and signed up with United just a snort time before I started baok tc 
work at Mine A in the fall of 1941. I do not know why the men all joined 
U.M.V/. but I was not beaten up or threatened. 

"I have read over this statement of 2 pages and wish to 
state it is true to the best of my memory. 

rtfitnesaeG t / / 

Special Agents, FBI * % f 
UVS. Dept, of Justice" 
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JOHN L* LEST XS # ET aL > 



&w6d 


interview niTH 

JSpringfield* Illinois $ was lute 

an Se pte mber IB. 1943 br Special ^ents 

wb fairly Intel ligen 1 
but it is believed because of his appearance and domoanor in answering 
questions that ho will bo only a fair witness* Ho has boon arrested on 
charges of investigation* His statement is as follows! 




,l 6pringfiold # Illinois 
September IB* 1943 



Springfiol d # 

following voluntary statement to] _ 

whom I know to be Spooiul ^ugents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation* Ho throats or promises of any 
kind have boon nude to me* I havo boon told I nood not any 

statonent and that this statement can be usod in court* 


W I was bom in 
I um now onployed at I lino 
this mine since about that tine I was a nonbor of tho U.M*Tf* 

which union treated no 0*K* I booanc dissatisfied in 1932 with tho 
U.M.'V. und was in favor of the change to the Progressive Hino T7orkors* 
I was a member of P,<P7 until 1941 and I wus satisfied with this union 
all tho timo I belonged to it* I would bo a nonbor yet if tho local 
hadn f t changed# 



Vwtrn >v^«n Hi* at 


"I first hoard about tho sale of Hino *4* to ELSHQFF whon I 
received a lottor fron BILL RYiaT in vrhioh he stutod that ho had sold tho 
icino and that I wus no longer on enployeo of Mino "a". Whon I Got this 
lottor I thought I was out of a job end that I would havo to find another 
job. 


f, I did not attond any of tho special ncotings held by tho 
onployocs of Hino to decido what to do* X first 
the local had swung ovor to OUT vhcn I got a lottor from iHHHH 
HHH|tolllng no that if I wuntod ny job I had bottor oonc out thoro 
and sign up with YJT, that it wouldn’t ooat no anything. I was 
one cf the last non to sign up which I did ut tho Unitod Mine Workers 
Hall. If I had ny own way I'd still bo u notiber of tho PJJ.U. boouuso 
the P.Ii.T? has norc respoot fur the wishes of the rank ana file and because 
Hf'f is a noro donoorctio organisation. also providos bottor 

working conditions* 
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sScoiol ,>r.onts, F.B.I' 
Springfield, Illinois. 
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RS* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL* 


PERVIEtf 1TITH 




Springfield, Illinois, 

16. 1943 by Spec ial Agent 

|»nd difficulty with the language and 
ie^wili mako only a fair witness* He has no criminal 
Springfield Field Offioo disol osc that ho 

Hi 8 statement is as 


i oxiowst 


Springfield , Illinois 
bcptcmbor 18 , 1943 


Illinois do make thu followin 


Sprlng fiold, 

voluntaiy statement to 

whan' I know tc ho Special itgents of 
Investigation* No threats or premises of any 
kind have boon made to me; 1 h-ve boon told I ncod not make any 
statement and that this statement onn be usod in court* 



”1 was born Jn 



United States in 

States ut Springfield, Illinois in 


I entored the 
oititon of tho Uni tod 


”1 began working in the mines in JUg joining tho United 
Mino Workers. I rover held any offioo in any union. I am prosontly 
employ ed at Mine W A* as a Track layer* I was first employed at Hine 
" A » I joined tho Progroscivo fforkor6 Union in 1932 boouuso 

the majority Joinod* I was satisfied with conditions undor and in 
both tho United Liinc ITorkors and tho Progrossivo Mine Workers Unions* 
It doosn *t nnkc any difference tc no which union I bolong to* 


”1 first heard about tho sale of Hino "** by roooiving a 
letter frao Hr. BILL RYaN tolling mo ho had sold tho nine. I thought 
maybe I would lose ay Job boon use I know KLSHOFF favored tho Uhitod 
Mine Workers* I did not hear any rumors that EISHOFF was going ^to 
shut down itino "jr* n cr was going to hoist ooul out through Hine B”* 

I don't ronenber attending any of tho meetings of the employoos of 
Hine V" at whioh it was dooidod tc Join tho U.lf7. I signed up with 
Uin at tho United Mine Vf^rkors Building. I un not in favor of on o 
union ovar tho other# 


n I have boon read this statement consisting of two pages and 

f 1 i _ _ ^ l a * 

i*G X6 UUL'i 
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EE: JOHK L, LETJS, ET AL. 


:MTEEVlg.« ‘.ilTH 




m. s irrcc* 


^ t. 


Springfield^llinois, 
Vy opocial Agents^ 

Although 

v:us cooperative it is not Ddiovod that he would" mate a good witness 
ciuch a& he was awayfi^r^U^c' , A* during the period when the men switched 
fren P,A tc UL'rtA. m^|has no known crininal record. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 14, 1943. 


"I. 

voluntarily rakothe 


f, Sprj-.irfleld , 111, dc 

owing statement to Special Agents 

of the Fedoral Bureau of Investigation. 
K^threat^T^)TOT^o£^^^3?^:ini have boon node to cause ne to mate this 
statement. 


m 


vras born in HHHHHHHHB emigrate 1 to U.S. 
_JB I claim _citi sens hip through ny step father whe was naturalised 
when I’v.-as about® years old*. I first started working in the nines about 
BBB joining UU.^at that tine. 1 started at lline A in 1940. when I 
stated at Kino A i was already a neaber of P.U.A. having joined at Panther 
Creek $2 in 1932. I was in favor cf the new Progress ive Union and stuck 
cut cf w«*rk for four years on account of it. I am at| 


U I found out about the sale of Kino A when I got a letter from 
Ur. ffcran saying that ho had sold the nine and that I was released. At the 
tine I got this letter I was working at Panther Creek #2 so I didn't worry 
a let about my jtb at Uinc A. Before Ur.Kyan sold the mino I folt that Mr. 
ity&r. and FKA. wore getting along smoothly. About the time of the sale of 
Uinc A I don't recall any organisers contacting ne and trying to get me to 
join ULTotA. I recall hoaring that if the Uine A non didn't join GUTiA that 
Ur. Elshoff was going to hoist Uinc A coal through Mine B. 


W I didn't attend any of the meetings where the FlIA or its Mine 
A miners discussed the snlo of Uinc A cr talked about switching Obion 
affiliations, I was working at Panther Crock #2 and building ny present 
home at the time and didn't have time to attend the mootings. 


"Tho day Uinc A reopened Jack Kears the Supt* came aftor me to 
go to work, I went out there and had to join UlTiA before I could go to 
work. I would rather have renninod Progressive but I needed tho job so I 
joined W.VA. 

"I have road the above lj pages of voluntary statements raado by 
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REi JOHN L. LB7IS, ET AL 


i s 


rERVIET . ~,ITH 
(continued] 



me, They are true ond correct. 


U) 
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Rg j JO 9! L* X£#TIij ^ H»T AX*^ 


Hi TER7T£A~ WITH 




1943, at 

a- 

14^LXilUXJ ) 


Vwv .^s'rvrirt i al 
- ■ 



d on September 17, 
Spri ngfield, 

,nd 

He was entirely cooperative and advised that no one^ha^approacEeT 
hin concerning this investigation. He appeared to be more intelligent 
than the average miner and an honest and reliable person. It is believed 
that ir the event it is felt his testimony will be of value that he will 
be found to be a good and trilling witness. 



yprirgfieid. 111. 

Sept, 17, 1943 

give the following information to 

who are known to me to be Spec, Agts. of the F.B.I. No 

_ _ _ i- >.n a m <iv,r. + Vs w c r 1 + fimOfi +■ T b m 

t-nreax .5 or pronuset* nave i*^uu iuk uu ui^ ^ *■*“* 

employed at *ane A and have been there for the past^Byrs. I was born 

I came to U.S. irij(Jpind became a 

ci^^e^abo^^^H^p^oprin^^^lil . In 1932 when the local at tine A went 
to the P.A'./i, ^wanted to go'vri th them._ now I would rather be with U.M.W. 
as there are very few P.M.A. mines and^if I had to get another job it would 
be hard if I was with P.M.A. In 1941 I read ir. the papers that Elshoff 
was taking over *.ine 'A', I also heard this from the men. I felt when I 
heard this that I vould have to go to U.k'.«». or I would have no job. Prom 
1932 to 1941 I was satisfied with the Progressives A they always treated me 
pretty fair. Ko one came to see me about going back“to C .U.W. they were 
going some places but they never came to mine . at the time Elshoff bought 
Mine A I heard they might take coal from Mine A through Mine B this was 
just talk^ 1 ft it if that happened I would be out of a job* There ”are 
some guys in the P.M.a. who worked at idne A who said that if we dont 
go to"u.!I.«. the mine will not reopen. I figgered that if I didn't join 
the U.M.W. I would loose my job forever. 

"I attended meetings at P.M.A. Hall where some men wanted to go 
to U.M.W. and some wanted to stay. I saw trouble was coming so I left_ 

I saw a fight in the str eet bu t I was across the street then. Some 
fellor' in our mine named ABgot beat up A they tore his shirt off. They 
elected a committee vhile"!^w^s there and tKey went down to make a phone 
call and that's when the fight started A I dont know who caused the trouble. 

"I also went to a meeting at Redman's Hall_ I heard of this from 
the other men. ihe purpose was to see if we were going back to u.ii.7f. 

The majority at this meeting voted to go back. This was an ojun vote. 
Mmindson did not talk at that meeting. This was not a regular P.M.A. 
meeting the local officers were not there. 
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Re: JO»J L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


IN TER V; 


WITH 



"I went to the meeting at the Elks Club a bmch 
of fellows asked me to go down and I went. *e voted 
before Edmunson came down_ As I recall the vote was to 

d ecide w hether or not we wanted Edmundson to come down to talk to us* 
■■■■A- as in charge of this meeting P Edmundson nsde a speech and a 
lo^^^^questions 7?ere asked , he told us if we came back we would not have 
to pay any fee and there would be no discrimination against us. I voted to 
go back, because I needed my job and felt I had to to keep it. I was 
not a member of any committee and did not go from the Elks meeting to 
Edmundson or Elshoffs office nor did I go to the Leland Hotel. There 
did not seem to be any divided groups at these meetings^ it just seemed 
like a bunch of men trying to finger what to do. 

"Since 1941 when the came back things have been a little 

better but I think this is because of the shortage of men, otherwise 
things are about the same. 


“I have had Agent 


read to me this statement which is 


written on this and tv.o other pagt_s^ It is all true to the best of 


my knowledge 
all true. 


ind belief. 1 am signing this of my own free will as it is 


Simnad: 



special "gent F.3.X. 
Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 17, 1943 11 
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RE i JOHN L. UZT.1S, Eff AL 





that he woul 


portent events in the Mine A cc.se 

Ke furnished the following signed statement: 


Springfield, Illinois^ 

home b y Special «*goi 

was cooperative but it is not bolioved 
Yutntss b^cau^^of his lack of InicrwlodgQ of im- 


f has no knov.il criminal rocord. 


"Springfield, 111* 
September 14, 1943, 


f, Spring field. Il l* 

do v oluntarily make the follov.ing statement to Special Agents _ 

cf the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to cause me to make this statement. 


tt I was born 

started working in the minus aDoui 
never hold an office in any union, 
out at Mine A Sept, 7, 1943, 


I first 

| joining ULiik at that time, I have 
1 am presently unemployed having quit 


"I Btorted to work at Mine A Sept. 1, 1935, changing over to the 
RiA at that time. I had been out of work for 3 years and 8 months and 
wanted a job. I didn’t care which union 1 belonged to. I was working at 
Peabody #53 when P11A was formed. I took no active part in either union 
and hardly ever attended a union meeting. During the above mentioned 
period that I was out of work I stayed away from the mines because I didn't 
wont to get into any trouble. 

"I was employed at Mine A a s a maintenance man at the time Ur. 
Elshoff bought it. '.»e were not working at that time however. I just 
heard about the sale from the newspaper. T.hen I road about the sale I 
figured that I'd have to change over to U15J1 to hold my job as Mr* 

Elshoff’s Mine B was TM^A. 


"So far as 1 knew the R1A and kr. Hy&n were getting along fine 
at the time of sale. 

tt I was never approached by any organisers and asked to join QMliA. 

"I never heard any rumors that lir. Elshoff was going to operate 
Mine A through Mine B or that ho would open Mine A on the condition that 
Mine A employees join TMiiA. 

"I have no knowledge of any R1A meetings where the sale of Mine 
A was discussed, and I never attended any meeting at the Elks Club where 
PEA voted to join UM»iA. The first time I know about Mine A going to open 


t 


\ 


\ 


\ 


«R, ,tohn L, LET.il S . *T AL, 


lUT.Ji was when I got r. »— »4 .*» ,.n »»«c back to 
work. I did return to my seme job, bub had to 
(continued) join Ufcr.A. I didn’t care which union I belonged 

to so long as I was working again. 

"I have read the above 1 3/4 pages of voluntary statements made 



Special Agents, F.3.I 
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RE I JOHN L. mas, ETAL 

■ 


INTERVIEW VVI 



cooperative . 
his attitude 
follows.' 


11 lino^^ro^ntonrtogod by 

Agents 

Soptonber 18, 19437TB|BMF^ s intolligont but not overly 
It is not baliovod ttethowoulT mko a good witnoss bocauso of 
Ho disclaimed any criminal rooord. His statomant is as 

MBMlUincl. 

^SoptoSor 18, 1945 


Illinois, do nako tho foil ow- 
ing voluntary statonont to vhoa 

I know tc bo Spooial Agents of tho Federal Bureau of investigation. No 
throats or promisos of any kind have boon nado to 005 I have boon told I nood 
n:t nak o any statoaor.t, and that this statomont con bo usod in Court. 


"I was onpl 

thoro 

tho Progross 
oloctod tc ny position 


rod at liino "A" in 1937 and an still cnployod 



At that timo I b olongod to 

HUB* * havo boon 
ors of local $7840. 


”1 was a nonbor of tho Progrossivo l!ino Vferkora union from 
1937 until Soptonbor 1941 and I was satisfiod with tho union, 

•*1 first hoard of tho sale of Mine *1" to ELS HOFF by roading 
about it in tho nawspapor. I thought that I was probably out of a ^ob again. 


«I didn't attond any of tho mootings at which tho minora 
oonsidorod whothor or not thoy should go ovor to tho United Hino Workors. 
V*han I road in tho paper that tho man had aooidod to go over, I wont baok t^ 
tho toino and joinod tho Uli'f thoro* 

"I havo ebsorvod that Vth tho Progrossivo Kino Workars and 
tho Unitod Ifi.no h'erkors unions aro about tho aano and I havo no prqforonoo 
for odthor. 


"I havo road tho within statonont consisting 
pagos and it is all truo. 


of ono and a half 



Spooial Agonts, FBI 
Illinois 1 * 
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RE I JOHN L. LEh'IS, £T AL 



£d?^7^theH!TnQ A situation, especially cf tho meeting at the Elks 


statement. 


xftlij*. X have never hem nr. cri'ioe m any union. i en presently enpioyea 
at Hinc A Check #18A, starting abcut^^j^p 

"I felt that the now Progressive Unicn was a bona fide union as 
you cculd veto for ycur chciee which you couldn't do in ULTilA. 


employment since he had sold the ilino A to Hr. Elshcff. uhen I got that 
notice I realised that ny "bread k butter” was at stake and Imew that I 
would have to join ULYtA to keep ny job. Bofore iir. Ryan acid Hino A to lir. 
Elshcff wo were getting along fine under the PMA union* Wc all lest our . 
vacation pay amounting to $20.00 because of the aalo. 


Ly changing from HA to ULTViA was done cf ny own free will, but I knew that 
I had to change or lose ny .Job. 


Hr. ELSROFF was going to rerk lline A through Mine B, and also the line A 
wouldn’t open unless all cf the men jcinod Those rumors did not 

cause mo to change unions as I knew it would be hard to work liine A through 
Kinc B because the cars were different sizes. 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 14, 1943. 




"I recall gotting notice in the nail cf a release from Ityrm's 


”1 was never approached by any organisers and asked to join UUriA. 


"There were runers going around at this time tc the offoct that 


"I attended a ne&ting at Rodman's Hall in Springfield. 
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RE* JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL. 



, continued) 


|v/as in charge and he aaid that because there wo# 
a lot of old miners at Mine A we would lose cur Jobs 
unices we joined ULui/i# At this meeting a committee 
v/as selected to talk to lir.Elshoff. uh<m the , 

Committee saw Mr. Elshcff he said that if they would affiliate with UTii 
v:c cculd all go back tc w;rk with no discrinination. had the meeting 
at Redmans Hr .11 because it was a neutral place and we wouldj^t have any 
trouble * 


H Later we had a meeting at the Elks Club and I remember pitch- 
ing in a dine | each, tc pay for the hall* dlHHHI * aE Q ^ 60 ^ charge 
of that necting. At this meeting vc nil signed a voucher v.hioh mado us a 
member of UMmA* Hoy Edmondson of UlLti spoke before we signed tho vouchors, 
saying there would bo no discrimination and that wo v/culd have all tho 
rights & priviliv.es of the erganizntion (ULTiifi), it tor iir# Edmondson left 
we turned in those vouchers to Leo Bnsell, Atty. for ULI7-A, and another man, 
whom I believe was Emends on 1 s private Secretary. He was a notary public. 
The- abcvfc meeting vac on Sunday and we went back to work the next day 
under U MitA. 

"I recall Mr* Edmondson saying in his talk that if we would 
join UMV& he would secure authorisation from Mr# Elshcff for us to go back * 
to work bef re sunrise, that is he would get permission for us to return 
tc work before sunrise although wc wouldn't return until the regular time. 

rt I h ave had t he above statement consisting cf 2 3/4 pages read 
to me by Agent The came is true and correct. 



witnessed* 



•with 


an accent but understands English well and can express himself well. He 
is slow and methodical, hut it is believed he would nuke a satisfactory 


America Union, and 1 became c. number of FVA. I joined PliA because they 
obtained a contract with the company operating Tine "A" and I -wanted to go 
back to work, I was not forced in any way to join PMA. 

"I remained a PM A until Mine "A” was sold in 1941. Prom 1932 to 
1941 I thought RIA was operated as an honest union and I thought the officials 
were honest. I never noticed any unusual assessments and no one in any way 
triad to get me to join UM?7. There wore r.o labor disputes, strikes, close 

1 ViW 4 V4 #- w* 4 r\P f . 

QOVmS or plCKO UUJTXU^ w*Ufi) Ui W iiUU 4 

"In the Spring of 1941 Mine "A" closed down due to the usual slack 
period of that time of year. In about August of 1941 we road that Elshoff 
had purchased Vino "A" from Ryan. The feeling among the men then became 
that they would have the same trouble which the men at liino *B" had, with 
the U15T. thought the company could pull the coal from Mine "A" thru 
Mine "B" and wo thought the company would do this. Therefore, if we wanted 
to work at Mine "B* v/hich would really be operating Mine "A* wo would havo 
to join Uffl 7. 



arrested 


The following statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 12, 1943 




, , make tho following 
f whom I know to be 
make it without 



f , and cane to the U, S. in 



"I started working in coal mines in the U» S. in Springfield, 111., 


in at which time I was a member of the United Mine Workers of America 

Union. I started working' at tho Mine "A" in Springfield, in about 
In 1932 our entire C1OT local wont over to the Progressive Mine Work 
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Rc: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL 


ITH "The first time this cntiro matter was discussed by Flft 
was the night wo found out that tho Mine "A* had been 


to hear the Fit Cor3mitteo*s report, and I was present. The coisnittoe reported 
only one or two men working at Mine "A*, At this meeting a connittee of 
six was elected to see Elshoff but they could not reach him by telephone and 
another committee of six was eloctcd to see Falcetti, abo ut three or four 
of this committee being the same as the first committee, 

I was present when ve tried to locate Elshoff and couldn 1 tTo^^w^wen^oack 
to the meeting and reported wo couldn T t locate Elshoff* Wo had intended 
to discuss the intentions of his to open the mine and how he was going to 
operate it. The next morning tho committee, only five going, went to 
liino "E" to see Falcctti, and we went to ask hir. what they were going to 
do about operating ?!inr "A*, Falcetti said there were only two choices, 
that if the men didr**t go back to Tiinc "A 11 , they would have to pull the coal 
thru Mine n B", 


hnc rnad about a situation in Kentucky where the National Labor Relations 
Board handed down a decision that if a company is operating a nine under a 
certain union and that company purchases other mines, those other mines also 
had to be operated under that certain union, I believed that decision was 
binding in our case, and so I thought that the only two choices for us was 
either to join UTI7 to operate Vine “A 1 * or ?linc "A" would be operated thru 


then instructed by FIA to sck Edmundson to see what the chances wore for us 
to go over to tJI£7. T7e saw Ednundson, and inanswor to a direct question 
from me, he said wc could come into TJ1E7 as/autonomous group and not have to 
pay initiation foes, I bcliovc-d there would be no trouble to change to HIST, 


to make an announcement that there would be a special meeting at Redman 1 s 
Rail the following Friday* It was at this moeting that the committee had 
reported what Ednundson had said, 

"It was thon moved that a special meeting be held the following 
Sunday at tho Elk*s Club to decide on our course. At that moeting tho 
committee reported on all things which had happenod for the benefit of those 
men who had not been at the other mootings when the committee had reported. 
There wore 200 men at that mooting, A motion was nado for these men to join 
0197 and it was adopted with one dissenting vote. Mo one talked at that 
meeting, except the committee, until after the voting to go to DMT7 had taken 
place - and until after the election of officers and committeemen. 



sold, and this was on the same night as the regular RJ4 
meeting* A special PUft meeting was thon held at FMA. hall 


"I had b con reading f Thc progressive Minor 1 , the Rift, paper, and 


"Our cor.ciitto _ then reported back to Rift, at a PIJA meeting. TJo ’wore 


"At the last mooting hold in FMA hall. 



requested me 
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f ? 


f 

was elected president and he asked the men if they 
wanted to hear Edmondson, one then appointed a committee 
to got Edmunds on* Edrmmdson then talked, but I cannot * 

remember what ho said, and then he invited all officers 

and committeemen tc OU!7 hcadquartors * 

"I feel certain there was no physical forco of any kind usod to 
rake these men change from to TOOT, I fool it was Just a situation 
which arose over which the men had no control, and they changed to TOOT 
because they did not want to lose their Jobs* 

"I have had this statement of five pages read to .me and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


KITH 


(continued) 


"This statement was road to at his residence and he 

admitted everything in it was true He stated that if the same 

questions wore asked him under oath ds a witness, his answers would be the 
same as in this statement, K statoc the information given in this state- 
ment would be given by him any time he was asked for it, but he refused to 
sign his name. 



Special Agent, F,B,I 
ocial Agent, F,B*I," 


. (signed) 
(si-ned) 
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RE* JOHN L. UEWIS, ET aL. 



Spr j®. *** 

September iqa 3 by Special Agents HHBIk 




wag unnhlo to apeak r^d under- 


stand English and ho was unable to under stand the questions nskod, 
therefore a ocmpleto statement oould not be obtained* 


Bureau of Investigation, no force, threats or promises nave ouon maau 
in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may bo used 
in a court of law* 


th^J.S. in «nd bee . 

Springfield, 111* 

ft -r t v n A- At A r^rtnf f.rtr) T fit 

J. nave OUUU WUI 4.1U^ a* O MlliU oa^wm « W y«v “ 

new employed at Mino as a diggor# 

n I am unublo to apeak and understand English suffioiontly 
•feo imdcretand and answor questions# 

fl I huve had this statement oonsisting of ano page road to 
nc and it is true and oorroot* 



’’ffitnessod* • 



furnished tho following statonont. 



noted as intern rotor in obtaining the atatoment *ot 


forth bolow. 




"I tjus born i 





HSSpcoial Agcnt-F#B*I. 
Spooiul Jigcnt, 
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Re: JOHJ L. LEWIS, £T AL 



cooperative but it is not believed that he would make a 
goocHJitness because of his lacl^Maiowledge of pertinent facts and 
events in the Mine "A" deal. ho known criminal record* 

He furnished the following signed statement. 


to irake this statement, and I know that it may be used in court. 


in the mines in joi „ >d at Mine A in 

and have worKec there continually since. I am presently employed 
as a driver. 

"I was at Mine a when the whole group joined up with PMA in 
1932. I thought PMA was alright. 


unless all the miners joined ITM.A or that Mr. Elshoff was going to work 
Mine A through Mine B. 


"They had a meeting at P^AA Headquarters to discuss this situation 


and it ended in a dispute and a couple of men got beat up. After that the 
Mine A men held another meeting at Redmans Hall, but I never attended 
that meeting. I also heard about the meeting at the Elks Club where 
the men switched over but I didn 't go to it. 


■‘here was no work that first day because some of the men were undecided 
or didn't know about the change. I would rather have remained PMA but I 
had to join UlfVA to keep n$r job and I needed ny job. I noticed that 
the miners got more docks under than under PMA. The present policy 

is if you load 6 cars you don't get any docks. 



BB 111 • 

September 17, 1943 


riveth^ 

No threats or promises have been made to cause me 



"I was bora at 



and started 



"I learned about the sale of Mine A through a letter from 
Mr. Ryan, alien 1 got that letter I thought 'there goes my job'. 

"I didn't hear ar.y talk to the effect that Mine A wouldn't open 


"I returned to Mine A the day it opened and signed up Ulkt'A. 


"I have read the above statement consisting of l| pages. The 
same is true and correct. 








/S/ 


Springfield, 111." 


• » 
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Jte: JOHN L. L’SilS, ET AL 



On Se ptember 15/ 1943 

S pring f ield — 

Agents M 

^iad difficultjfcln understanding que 
is beTTeved that he rill cake a poor witness, 
record. His statement is as follows s 



propounc 
He disdains any cr imin a l 


i 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 


make the f ol^^^vo^nta^ylltatenontt^^JJlJJJJJJ anc 
gg^HB'hon I know t0 be Special Agents of the Federal bureau ol 
vcstigation. Ho threats or promises have been made to me; I have been 
told I need not make any statement and that any statement I do make can be 
used in court. 


"1 vas bom in 1 became a naturalized 

citizen of the United T.orh at loine "A" in about 

flifland at that time I belonged to the United Iiine l.orkers. I have been 
vona-ng at i&ne "A" ever since, I liave never held any office in any 
union.° Pripr to 1932 I T/as satisfied with with the U.ii.l-. and I didn't 
care much whether the mine changed over to the Progressive l&ne T.orkers in 
1932. After 1932 I vas satisfied with the F.M.A. union. 

I knew; that lir. ELehof bought Mine "A" but I don't knov' when or 
rhy. Neither do I know vhy the miners switched over to the United iline 
T'Oricers. I did not attend any of the meetings at which this was discussed 
and I took no part in the switching of the unions. 


"I have been read this statement consisting of one and a 
fraction pages and it is all true. 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, Illinois" 
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Re i JOHN L* LiT* XS # ETAL* 


ig. run 


1 , Springfield, Illinois 

n&S intflrvimwedsXhishomeOn^pteE^ gr ^6 f 1945 b y 

Special Agent4|^|||mm^|^^ncL 

^stated he did not have a criminal recordTl^^m^rs uheble to apeak 
English very rail and would make a poor witness* 

furnished the following statement* 



•Springfield, 111# 
September 16, 1945 


pr ingfi eld, Illi 
' and 



make the foil owing voluntary statement toj 

whom I know to be Specjal Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* No 
force, threats, or premises have been made in obtaining this statement and I 
know that what I may £&y may be used in a court of law. 


U.S* ini 


•I was born ir 
■H and I became a naturalized citizen oJ 


emigrat ed to the 
U*S% in 


"I was employed at Kine A in 


as a digger and I stopped working 


at Kine A in 1942 because the air was bad in the mine* 


"I am now employed at Panther Creek Kine #6, Springfield, 111* as 
a member of I*V1*A* 

•l became a member of U#K*W* injmfand I remained a member until 
1932 at which time 1 changed to P*h‘*A# because my local TJ*li#TT # union changed 
to Fillip* for same unknown reason* 


*1 read in the newspaper in about Sept* 1941 that ELSHGFF bought 
Mine A# I thought at that timo that ELSHOFF would operate Kino A as an U#li.TC* 
mine as he operated Pine B as U#K*W* 

•prior to the time ELCHOFF bought Pine A the employees were satisfied 
with F#K# A* I thought F,K*A# was a good union, but it made no difference to 
me whether I was a member of U#K#Vf# or P*1UA. as both unions are about the 
same# 


•lib out two or three days after ELSHGFF bought Mine A I attended * 
meeting at F.K.A* attended another meeting at £_#K#A# hall & 

few days later* mUj^told mo about these meetings# 

was in ohargo of those meetings* spoke and so did several other 

persons, the names of whom I do not know* Ido not romembor what went cm 
at these meetings, but someone made the statement that if the employees of 
liine a did not join U.1KYA ELSHOFF would not open tho mine# I decided at 
this timo to join U*K*T. r * so ae to keep my job. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAI. 



[continued) 


n V uw 44^w wk u «uv w ~n 


at Redman Hall. »as in charg^of this 

meeting and he requested me to attend, made the 

statement at this meeting that "Line A” could be 
operated through tine ,T D*' j that ELS HOFF informed him that if the emplo yees 
of Hine A did not join he would operate Mine A through Mine B. 

also stated the employees of Mine A should join U.L.3.7. so that they could gc 
to work. I do not remember what else went on at this meeting. 


It T "I — _ ^ ». JajJ j, -<ny, ^ nn ■ i +V.A PI 1/P P 1 1 -1 V\ fl Qlinrlw ^ n 10/1 . 

'J. dlbU a a li:crcr i/XiA£. ti t> uijis j-14-rk. ^ Uiwi/ w*4 a *■** 

was in charge of this meeting end again made the statement that 

if the employees of Line A did not join U.L'.W. Mine A would not open. A vote 
was taken and all present voted tc join U.L’.V*. I voted to join U.M.W. so that 
I could go to work at Line A. After the vote EDI..3NS0N of U.i’.W. welcomed us 
into U.LVii*. I joined U.li.V;. that day. I did not go to the U.K.tf. meeting 
that day. 


"Conditions at Mine A were the same under U.M.'i?. as they were under 


"No U.L'.V. organizer attempted to get me to join U.M.W. 

"I do not see any difference between 13. 1'. W. and P.l'.A. as both 
unions are about the same. 


"I have had this statement consisting of four pages read to me 
and it is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 


■■ITiJE: 



(signed) 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAI. 


INTERV 



Illinois, 

l3. He 



i, Springfield, 

it his res idence by Special AgentsJ 

| on September 16, 194; 

red as a digger at Line "A" ana his residence telephone is 
speaks English poorly and understands very little English, 
wouaC! make a very poor witness. He advised he had never been arrested. 

"Springfield, HI. 

Sept. 16, 1943. 

Ill, make 

the following voluntary statement 

I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make It 
without fear of threat, force, and promise of any kind. 







Vi 

- y — i- * — • — — i 

I came to the U.3, 


fiS 3 d'l Erf^r- 

Tier -T '“DO 


T was born in 
in an d beca me a U.S* 

citizen in I started to work in Line *A f in about JJHB I was a member 

of the U.K.v?^^. that time. In 1932 I joined the P.M.A., but I do not know why 
except because the rest of the men did and I did not want to lose ny job. 

"In about Sept, of 1941 I got a letter from HEAN telling me he had 
sold Line ‘A’ to ELSHCFF. I did not think much about it, but at the next F.M.A 
meeting we were all talking about whether ELSHOFF would open Mine ’A 1 . We told 

^ U 4- ,-v <-x TT C UniTP n n<4 Wi > T Mf'lC /T/N^i nf» + A ATVD T~1 l/S Tl^ T A 1 

0 III pit, C UiliUii. If L/tS c OU see A' flLiiU- tXOl\ UJUJi JUO wag » 

and at another meeting which I think wa$ at R^dnen Hall, the committee told us 
that ELSHOFF said if we went U.M.W. he would open Line * A* . I also heard that 
ELSHOFF would haul coal thru Mine ’B T from Mine ’A' if Mine 1 A 1 would not go 
U.H.Yf. No one ever told me I had to join U.1LW. , and no one ever forced me to, 
but I knew I had to join U.L.W. to get sy job at Mine *A f . I may have gone to 
a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday when the men voted to go U.M.W. but I 
cannot remember. I had been at a wedding for two days and had pretty much to 
drink. I cannot remember when I joined U.K.W, but I think it was at the 'D.M.W. 
hall. 

"It makes no difference to me if I am with U.M.W. or P.M.A. 

"I cannot understand English well. This statement of two pages has 
been read to me and it is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 


WITNESSES ; 



(signed), 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 

Special Agent, F.B.I.* 
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Re: JOHN L. lETIIS, ET AL 




r j cor 

although ho 


prj ngiiold, Illinois, mis Interviewed at 
hi s h 'T j c on September 15, 1943 by Special Agents 

JHHBj stated he did not ha’*e a -criminal 
would make a fair witness 


little information* 


The following is the signed statement executed byJ 


"Springfield, Illinois 
Sent ember 15, 1943 


«T 

* > —M-yr- 

TV) the following voluntary statement to 

wh I kn.-v oo be Special Agents of V.c- Jfedernl Bureau of 
pation. Ho force, threats or proms-sc have been made in obtaining this 
statement and I know that vrhat I may say nay be used in a court of law. 



invest!- 


"I was bora 



a I become a murb-r of UxT 111. and I remained a 

member of that union until 1932, at which time I changed to PMA because 
ny local UMl* union clanged to PMA. 


"I was employed at Mine n A n in : b out and I an ?.t the 
present time working at Mine ’V as a driver. 


"In Sept. 1911 I read in the newspaper that Elshoff bought 
Mine "A” fr on Ryan . At that time I thought Elshoff would operate Kind "A" 
just as it W"S operated by Ryan, under PI-aA. 

"Prior to the time Elshoff bought Ifi.no "A’- the employees seemed 
satisfied with FMA. I thought PEA r-s 3 good union being operated for its 
members, but it made difference to me whether I an a member of U1H or 
Rig. I nov«r took an active part in any union and I have never been an 
officer of a union. 


n I did not hoar any rumors th"t Tine "A" could be operated through 

Mine n B". 


"As well as I can remember I took a trip away from Springfield 
immediately after Elshoff bought Hina "A", therefore, I did not attend 
any meetings of PM. concerning the operation of Mine "A" and I did not 
hear any rumors concerning the operation of Iline "a". I was out of Spring- 
field when meetings were hold at Redrocn Hall and the Elks Club in Sept. 

1941 and I do not have any information concerning these meetings. 
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L. UT'IS, ET AL 



'c iritinuod ) 


"A few days before 2-ine "A' 1 opened in bcjjv. 

told ne that all the employees at Mine "A* 

were joining U1C and if I ranted to work at tine "A n 
1 -would have to join U!!7. I immediate ly -went to 
the ULT.7 orliding and joined U1I7 so that I would work at Mine ‘'A”, It made 
no difference to ne that I r.-as changing from RIA to BJT7 or not. 

"I can see no difference in the operation of tine "A” under 
TJ1T7 than it was under P:ii. 


’•No one who wo s on U!lf or.-inizer attempted tc get me to join 
I joined at my r.:n free will sc that I c mid work at ilne n A n . 


"1 hav: hr. 7 tils statement consisting of throe pages read .to 
ns and it is true :<n J correct to the host of my knowledge. 


hi 



Titr.essod ; — 



Srxci- 2 7if 
picial Agent, 


oiit l"El 

F.B.I." 
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BE: JOHN L, LE'.IS, ET AL. 




INTERVI EW '.<ITH 

field, Illinois, was lBtemswed at hij 
Septomberl8, 1943, by Special agents 

mZZHZI stated he did not havo a crininal record* 
is eblc tc speak and understand English, but would not make a jgocd 
government witnoss as he was not very cooperative in furnishing information 
during the interview. 



furnished the following signed statement! 


"Springfield, 111. 
.September 18, 1943* 


"I, __ 

I^^^make the fcllcv/:ng voluntary statem 

PPPPPPwhon I knew to be Spocial agents of the Fedora 
gation; no force, threats or promises have been mado in obtaining this 
statement and I know that what I m^y say may be used in a court of law. 


field. 



t: 


I 


was born in 



"I am employed at li^m^A" 
ployed at Mine "i." since about] 


as a car blockor and I have been etm- 


"I became a member cf in about J^Hand I romained in that 
union until 1932 at which time I joined RIA because my HUT? local changed 
to Ri& for seme unknown reason. 


"I read in the newspaper in about Sept* 1941, that Elshoff 
bought Mine "A"* I thought at that time that kino "A" would operate as 
always under FVA» 

"Prior to the time Elshoff bought kine "a" the employees were 
satisfied with FILE. I thought FliA was a good union, but it made no 
difference tc me whether I was a member of FMA or UL^T. I took no interest 
in union activities. 


"I did not hear anyone say that tine "A" could be operated 
through Mine "B* nor did I hear anyone say that Elshoff would not operate 
Mine "A" unless the employees join UkVT. 

"I attended the meeting at tho Elks Club on a Sunday in Sept* 
1941. I remember voting at this meeting to join ClTiT. I voted to join UUh 

because ell those attending the meetings vetod to join dST. I do not 

remember anyone speaking at this meeting, no one told me I had to join HUrJ 

to go to work at Mine "a". I joined T3k!T7 immediately after I voted. I went 
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f 




trrsRviir; mth 

.continued) 



home immediately after I joined TUTT and did not 
talk to anyone. I do not know who was in charge 
of this meeting and I do not remember how I re- 
newed nn+i ns t.Vifit tViore was ecinr to be a moo tine. 


K I did net hear of or attend any meeting, except the one at the 
Elks Club, between the time Elshoff bought lane r 'A n and the time 1 joined 
UL7,-. 

"Conditions at Line "A n have been the same under TMV( as they 
were under P.l I. a. 

It T * J_ _ . AI. V\ -- . 4 M irt nw T7 1 f ' u « n /*? Tl M i* . T 

"X QO IlCb BUU uuiwvuw uvvngcii yr^i'ii b* 4 '* *#*•**•»• — 

joined UlTJ because all the other employees at Line "A" joined. 

"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
And it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


..itnessed: 



Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.BJ. 
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RE: JOHN L. LETJIS, ET AL. 


Springfield, 

was interviewed at hie reai- 

becaJM a U.S. citizen rebruary 
as a digger at Mine "A". He speaks 
end understands English poorly and would not make a satisfactory witness# 

He was reluctant to sign the following statement for fear of being beaten 
by UL r »7 men. He advised he had never been arrested. 





"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 18, 1943. 


111. make 



*1. _ 

the following voluntary statement to 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
make it without fear of throat, force, or promise of any kind. 


"I was born in 
and became a U.S. citizen o 
working as a digger in Mine "A". 



came to the U.S. in 
in Springfield, and am 


"I first started to work in coal mines in the U.S. in in 

Iora, and jcined the United Mine T.'crker^of America Union. I starte^to 
work in the Mine "A" in Springfield In 1932 I joined the Pro- 

gressive Mine T.'orkers of America union because John L. Lewis stole the 
ballots and cur whole ULT.7 local went FMA. I liked the FMA and thought it 
was an honest union being operated for its members. 


"In Sept, of 1941, I read that Elshoff bought Mine "A" from Ryan 
and I was afraid I would lose my job unless I joined ULf*T because Elshoff 
ran Mine "B" and that was UMn. Some of the men from Mine "A" who I worked 
with told me we would have to join ULT»7 to get cur jobs back and said Mine 
"A" would not open unless the men joined UMi7. No one from UMVt in the cam- - 
pony ever told me I would have to join UMT? or ever told me Mine "A" would 
not open except as UHI?, I also heard the men talking that they would haul 
coal from "a" thru ,f B* if we did not join UMrf. 


"I think I went to a BiA meeting where a committee was appointed 
to see Elshoff, but I do not remember anything that happened. I read there 
was going to be a meeting at the Elk's Club and some of the men told me about 

it, and so I went to that meeting and voted to join UM»T. I voted UM5 be- • 

cause I wanted my job back and I thought I would lose it if I didn't vote 
for T3fc7. Ednundson ceme in and made a talk after we voted, and then I signed 

with HHi. I remembered the trouble the men at Mine "B b had and I did not 

want trouble like that. 




$ 
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RE: JOHN L. LETTTS, ET AL. 


”X like Hit better than DLtf because you could talk more 
freely. I would rather have stayed with HIA, but I 
joined UJJ77 to keep my job and still prefer PM to OH?* 

"This statement of two pages has been read to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


ictehvik;; '.jth 




witnessed* 
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Re: JOHN L. l£'.nS, ET AL 


l 



he is op - 

oye 

bornJHm^mmm^^Vand became a UnHe^stcaescTtlsen 
in 6peaks _ and - understands English fairly well, but cannot re- 

member very much about what happened during the portinont period. He 
would make only a fair witnoss. ■ 

"Springfield. 111. 

Sept. 15. 1943 

Springfield, make t he follow- 
ing voluntary cnd flHHHIHHHf vAl0II! 1 know 

to be Special Agent s ol the Federal Bureau oiTi^ostTgation^^I make it 
■without fear or threat, force or promise of any kind. 

"I am^englo^cd ; 

I was born in * came to 

bTbo ut ^^Hand became a U. S. Citizen inB^^BIstartod work- 
ing in coal nines and that year Joined the United Mine Workers of 

America Union. I started working at Mine , A t . Springfield, in about 1931. 
In 1932 I joined the Progressive I line Workers of America Union because the 
whole local changed and bccauso I did not want to lose my job. I was not 
forced in any way to join PUA and I was satisfied td rking at Mine f A* under 
Fliu • 





"In about Sapt. of 1941, I got a lottor from Ryan saying that 
Kino ’A’ had boon turned over to Elshoff . I folt right away that there 
would be trouble like there had boon liino 'B* and I folt wc would pro- 
bably havo to join UI67. Ho one from tho company ever told nc I would have 
to join W£7 and no ono from Utl'f ever triod to got no to join U!I7. Tho talk 
among the non who worked at Mine 'A' was that Elshoff would only run Mine 
’A* under tHT.7 end that If wo wanted to koop our jobs at Mine '7*.’ we would 
have to join ULZ7. I also hoard stories that if wo did not turn U!£7 Elshoff 
would operate Mine ’A* thru liino ’B* by hauling coal thru *B' • 


"I did not attend any P1!A meetings or any Special meetings after 
I learned that Elshoff had bought the nine until one day our PUA leaders 
told us there was going to bo a meeting at tho Elks Club on a Sunday and 
wc would voto to go UII7. They said wo had to vote UI«f7 to koop our jobs. 

The men who said this were men I workod with at Iline 'A’. 

# 

"I wont to this meeting at the Elk r s Club and voted to join UJCT. 
Eight after that I s igned up with UI57. I do not remonber much about the 
mooting except that Edmunds'on talked after the vote - but I do not remember 
what he said. 


I 


i 
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Ros JOHK L. LETTS , ET AL 


' ’'I w&8 not forced or threatened in any way 

to vote UMkY or join UlCT. I joinbd because 
I did not want to lose my job. I would pre- 
ferred to have stayed with PliA because I 
liked PLtfi and was satisfied. Yfhen I went back to work at ’A' under U1S7, 
UM„* told us we could not speak any language except English. Vfc were finod 
$5 .00 if we were caught talking in a foreign language. I would rather havo 
worked under PITA. 

I 

H I stopped working at Vine f A f in about April of 1943, boc&use of 
ill health, I do not belong to any union at the present time* 



r This statement of three pagos has boon read to mo and it is 
true and correct to tho best of my knov^lodgo. 



1 


"Vfitnes sed : 



acini ,^gont, F* B. I* 

Speoial Agont, F* B. I*" 
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Re i JOriiv L» LE<IS, ET Al. 


INTETVIEY KITH 


September _15, ,194.3 at his home by Special 
e nt s ^ 

hrve a c^rninal^rooord^^m^^uiu^i^to speak or understand 
English very veil and would make a very poor witness. 





furnished the following statement! 


•Springfield, 111., 
September 15, 1945* 


field. 



nslco the fol laving voluntary statement to 

whom I kr.crv to be Special Agents of the Federal Buroau 
of Investigation, no force, throats or premises have been made in 
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in 
a court of lav;. 


U.S. in 


*1 was born in iHHBHIHiHHiilBV to the 

and I became” a naturalized citizen of the U.S. in, 


in Springfield, 111. 

*1 have been enplqyei at line *A* sinoe about 
at tho ore sent tine employed at l ine *A* as a diggor. 


fund I am 


*1 became a membor of UI5T in and remained a member of 

TJ11T until 1952 at which time 1 joinod P.K.A. because ny local Ul.lv' 
union changed to P.K. A. I do not know the reason my looal U1ST union 
changod to P1IA. 


*1 road in tho newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff • 
bought Eine “A* fror: Ryan. I thought at that time that iiino *A* 
would have been operated as before and that Kino *A* would have 
remained a FilA mine. 


•Prior to the tine Elshoff bought kine *A* the onployoes at 
I'ino "A* were satisfied with PI 'A. I thought PEA was a good union, 
boing oporatod for its members and I did not wish to change to U1W. 

*1 did not hear that line "A* oould have been operated through 

i'ino "B*. 

•I heard someone make a statement a few days after Elshoff 
bought Kino “A*, that Elshoff would only operate kino "A" if the employees 
Joinod UII.. TIhen I heard this statement I dooided to join Uiff so that 
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IUT SRVISV i:i 
[continued) 



I oould work. 


*1 did not attend Fiji mootings held at 
hall a few days aftor Elshoff bought Jlino *A°, as I did not have notice 
and I do not know ivhat oocurred at theso meetings. 


HfiBBBtold no in Sopt. 1941; prior to the mooting at the 
Elks Club^ko^kxn^'B" would not open unloss tho employees Joined 
ClJf. I decided at that tine to join U.li.YT so that I could work at 

Kino *Ji H # 


*1 did not attond tho meeting at Rodman Eall and I did not 
receive notice. 


[told me that a mooting was to be hold at tho 

Elks Club to sco ix' one employees at Kin o would jo in tH5V. I attondod 
this mooting on a Sunday in Sept. 1941. in oh&rgo 

of the mooting. Some one made tho Btatomo^^tha^lano *A* would not 
open unless tho erployecs joined UH'. I votod to join U1JV go that I 
could work at Ijine "A*. Aftor tho voto was takon, Edmondson of VtSi 
made a speech and woleoned tho omployocs of Uino *A* into U.k.W. I 
joined U*K.T< : . at the dose of the meeting. 1 did not go to the UIH 
building after the meeting. 


*So far as I know thcro wero no U.I’.T, orgonitors at the 
Elk's Club mooting. Ho one nskod me to join TIMI prior to tho tina I 
joined in Sopt. 1941. 

Conditions at Hino *A W at tho present time arc about the same 
undor Uirr as they were under fl-IA* 

*1 joined UII? in order to keep my job at k'inc "A*. I was 
Eatisfiod with FIIA and did not want to ohango to 

"I have had this statement consisting of four pagos road to 
nc and it is true and oorroot to tho best of ry knowlodge* 

N 

Special -“gent F.B.I. 
eial j>gent, F.B.I. * 





0 
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Re: JOH?: L. LSTIS, IT AL 




E’TERVi: 

Springfield, Illinois was interviewed at tils 
home on S e ptember 15, 1943 by Special Agents 

~ jstatod he did not have a 

criminal record. "ould not make a good witness as he finds it 

difficult to SDcak and understand English. 



furnished the following voluntary statement: 

,f Springfield, 111., 

September 15, 1943 

^eld, 

111.. ma’:e_tbe Tollo'virg voluntary soatv'-ent and 

whom I V. loiv to be Special Agents of the Federal "Bureau of 

Investigation, no force, threats or promises have bo.n oad^- in obtaining 
this statement and I 2:nor that what I may say may be U3ud in a court of 
law. 



M I r/as born 

[ end I became a natural!: 
Springfield, 111. 


immigrate d to the U.S. 

citiicn of the U.S. in^l^B in 


"I was employed at liin- "A’ 1 in about 1931 and I am at the present 
time- employed at Hina "A n as a digger. 

M I joined ULT7 InfU^and remained a member of that union until 
1932 at vfhich time I joined tJA. I joined FHA because ny local UMT 
union changed to PUA . I do not know tha reason my local UIJ.7 union changed 
to PMA. 


”1 rsad in the newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff bought 
J8.nc "A" from Ryan. At the time I heard this I did not think there would 
be any change in the operation of Hin^ A. 

"Prior to the tisr? Elshoff bought lane "A n the employees were 
satisfied with PLH. I thought P.iA ’..'as a good union, but I nevor took 
an active part in union activities and it made no difference to me whether 
I was a member of UK" or Plaa. 

"I was never approached by an UIS7 organizer prior to the time I 
joined UIf‘ in Sept. 1941. 

"I hoard someone talking about Elshoff operating Mine "A" through 
Hine "B" . V/hen I heard this I thought I would be out of a job. 

"I did not hear any rumen's that Elshoff would only open Mine "A” 
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on condition that the employees joined UMIff. 

"I did not attend any meetings at PKA hall or i 

Redmen Hall after Mine "A" was sold to Elshoff* 
member if I had notice of such meetings or not. 

’*1 attended a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday in Sent. 1941. 

I voted at this meeting to join Uif.f ms all present voted to join UilX 
I also joined 17 CV at the end of this meeting. I heard some of those 
attending this meeting make a statement after we' voted, that if we would 
not join UliV Mine ’'A" would not be opened. I did not see any UlfT 
organizers at this meeting nor do I remember Edmond son of ULSY making a 
talk at this meeting. I did not go to the Ulf.7 building afaer the 
meeting. I find it difficult to soeek and understand English, therefore, 

I was unable to obtain much information about the sale of Llino "A" and 
v;hat went on at meetings. 

"Conditions at Mina "A" have been about the same under IMY as 
they were under Fin. 

"It makes no difference to me whether I an a member of UHT or 
FiiA. I want to be a member of which ever union that will alow me to work 
the most. 

"I have had thjs stntr.sacnt consisting of throe pages ivad to aa 
and it is true and correct to tb~ bast of my knowledge. 


Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL 



in Sept. 1941. I do not 




i 


■ ' t 




u 


RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL. 



September 16, 1943 
the United States 
field, Illinois. 


_ 'Spring- 

field, Illinoi^wasinterviewed ^^hi^res^enc^by • 

Sp ecial Agents0pm|HH|^and^^^^^^^^^^^Hmon 

I was born in^Hm^m^^pcaiie to 
became a Unitec^tatescitizer^n^^^J at Spring- 
es presently employed as a digger at Mine "A". 



he cannot speak or unaerstana cvigiisn very wen, aud »» uuld make an unsatisfactory 
witness. He advised that he has never been arrested. 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 16, 1943 



following voluntary statement tol 
know to be Special Agents of the Fede 


111. make the 
horn I 
make it 


"I was born in] 

became a U.5. citizen in Springfield inj 



came to the U.S. in 
work at Mine 'A' as a' 


Mi 

i dice 


and 
igger. 


"I was working in Mine 'A 1 , Springfield, in the spring of 194l> as 
a member of P.L.A. About Sept, of 1941 I read in the paper that ELSHOFF bought 
Mine 'A 1 from RIAN. I did not bother to think much about this and did not talk 
about it with anyone. 1 only attended one meeting after I read about the sale 


and that was on a ounuay av uie elks Club. 


4- VvAnnisr./\ T ft J «Viem+ ^ ^ Tft 

j, nc;ij t* iyc- u a u.*3 d? j. ioau *** 


the paper. I usually do not attend union meetings. 

"No one ever told me that line 'A' would not operate except under 
U.L'.tf. I did not hear anything about Mine 'A* being operated by hauling coal 
thru Line 1 B' . I did not hear that I had to join U.K.W. to keep my job. 


«I was satisfied with P.L.A. but it did not make any difference to 
me whether I was under P.L.A. or U.L.'W. 

"At the meeting at the Elks Club I voted to join U.L.W. and I joined 
tJ.L'.W. right after the meeting. I joined U.L.W. because all the other men did 
and I wanted to keep ny job. Ho one forced or threatened me in any way and no 
one told me I had to join U.L.W. I do not remember much about the meeting. 

"It doesn't make any difference to me whether I work under P.L.A. or 
TJ.M.W, and I see no difference at Line 'A' under U.M.W. than there was under 

P.L.A. 


r 

{ 


-I 


"This statement of two pages has been read to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 

Witness : (signed) 

'isl Ag0nt-y F-Bsl- 
Special /gent, F.B.I." 
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REj JOHN L. LEmTS, ET AL 


rY WITH 



cooperative, and it is believed that he woul 
Mine A situation because he spoke at one of the meetings at 
this situation. no known criminal record* 

the following signo^staaomont j 


PMA Ball on 
He furnished 


"Springfield, 111* 
September 19, 1943 


do v oluntarily make the followi ng etateaentt^Special AgentsfB^^H 

No threats or promises have been made 

to cause me to make this statement » 


"I was I started working 

in the mines about B^Jjoin^i^nii^^^Tn^time^^r have worked at Mine 
A off and on since [H^ as a digger. I swiched over to PMA in 1932 along 
with all the miners at Mine A. I preferred PMA because I had more to say 
s; d could vote* 


"I learned about the sale of Mine A from the newspaper, and I 
thought that I was in for the same kind of trouble that the miners had hod 
over at Mine B. I didn’t know what to expect as I heard that they were 
going to pull the coal of mine A out through Mine B* I also heard talk 
to the effect that Mine A would remain closed until all the men joined 
UMtA. 


"I attended one meeting at PMA hall where the situation caused 
by the sale of Mine A was discussed. I Bpoke at that meeting and told the 
men to find out what Elshoff was going to do before they switched over to 
UM"iA. Seems to me that a conmittee was appointed. It seemed to me that 
the feeling was in the air already -that the men were going to swing UMTiA. 

coined to be leaders in this 

switch. This group "wa6 always bringing up something unreasonable or radical 
when we were under PMA. 


K I didn't attend any more s^et^jf^becauSB I didn’t like the way 
things wore being run. I hoard from£jjmi||im^^ that UlfilA was go ing to 
’work mo over* bocause I stuck up for PMA • 


"The next time I went to n meeting was at United Mine Workers Bill 
where I was told that it was the last chance to sign up without an initia- 
tion fee. The majority hr.d already swung over end there was nothing else 
to do if you wanted to work at Mine A. The men joined because many of the 
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RE: JOHN L« L£VflS ( ET AL 


t 

* 

* 


INTERVIEW V7TTH 



anything like that. 


Mine A employees were old men and were 
afraid they couldn't get other Jobs. The 
men had also read A heard about all of the 
trouble at Mine B and didn't want to have 


"■.Then the mine first opened they would dock you for anything, and 
when you went to the meetings you couldn't talk. They also elected their 
own officers whether you wanted them or not. 

4 

"If I had a free and voluntary choice of unions I would prefer 
Progressives, as you can 6ay whet you think under PUA A elect your own offi 
cers. 

< 

"I have read the above statements made by me consisting of 2^ 
pages. The same are true and correct. 



Special Agents, F. B. I. 
Springfield, 111." 
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RE; JOHN L* LET7IS, ET AL 



ENTERVIF'f WITH 



On September 19* 1945 , 

Springfield, 
was in terviewed by Special Agent s i 

f h ftrj difficulty in understanding the 


this reason, it is not believed that 
he will rake a good witness. He has no criminal record# His statement 
is as follows: 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 19, 1945 



Springf ield, Il linois , 

andjBH 

whom 1 know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Invest i gat ion* No threats or promises have beer, inade to me; I have been 
told I need not make any statement and that this statement con be used in 
court • 


"I was bora inj 
I am not a citizen of the Unitec 


I cane to the United States 
States* I am nor/ empl oyed at 

_ I was 


Mine I A 1 as a digger and have been employed here since about 
a ^mbsr of the United Mine Workers at this time and remained a membor 
until 1932 when the rest of the miners at Mine ’A* went over to the Pro- 
gressive Miners Un ion, I was in favor of the Progressive Miners Union and 
the switch over. then remained Progressive Miners as 

long as we could. ^^Tee^that this is a good union and that it conscien- 
tiously tries to repr esent the miners. I first heard about the sale of 
Mine f A* who read about it in the newspaper. I figured that 

Tny job wa^insecure and that I probably would not be able to go back as a 
member of the Progressive Miners Union. 


"I heard the stories that Elshoff would not reopen the mine un- 
less it was under the United Mine Workers Union and that he was going to 
hoist the coal from Mine ’A* out through Mine f B f . 

*1 attended the som e -meet i nr s at the Progressiv e Hail and at the 
United Mine Workers Hall with ^ 1 held out 

against joining the United Mine norkers as long as I could# fflhenw© saw 
that the majority had gone back, v/e finally signed up. 


*1 wish to scy that I went back to Mine f A f as a UMT/ member only 
because the majority did and to preserve my job. I cun not satisfied with 
conditions in the ULET as you don’t have a free vote or the right to dis~ 
cuss issues being put to a vote. These ore railroaded through. If I had 
my free choice I would be e member of the Progressive Mine Uorkers Union. 


This statement has been read to me by 
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RE: JOHN L# LEhIS, FT AL 


XNTERVIFff THTH 
( Continue*: 
"Witnessed : 




Special Agents, F. B. 1* 
Springfield, 111*" 


and it is all true. 

/•/ i 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET ML, 





witness, 


On September 15, 1943 , ( 

Spricsfiold^Illinois, w as interviewed by 

'"Special Agents JHHHflHHHV 
was cooperative and it is "believed that he will make a gooc 
He disclaims any criminal record. His statement is as follows* 

"September 15, 1943 
Springfield, Illinois 


"I. 

1 11 it 
and 

Bureau of Invesl 



Sp ringfield, 

'oil owing voluntary statement t <; ' 

■whom I know to be Special Agents or the ^Federal 
igation. No throats or promises of any kind have been made 


tc mci I have been told I neod not make any statement and that this state- 
ment can be used in Court, 


"I was born in 
aturaliied citizen through my father a \ 


1 became 
on November 

I began working at Line "A" about as a United Mine worker. 

1 noticed that the U. «.!«• seemed to get alongwith Mr. Ryan all right. In 
1932 our men became dissatisfied with John L* Lewis as President and when 
he stole the ballots on the quostion of the wage scale wo formed a now 
union, the Progressive Uine Workers of America. I did participate in the 
formation of P.LI.A. by soliciting new members. During the entire time the 
P»U.A. union represented the miners at Uine "A*. I was satisfied with the 
organisation and it appeared to properly represent the men. I first heard 
about the 6ale of Uine "A" when I came home from town and saw it in the 
paper. I figured this was bad for the miners and lmew that we would either 
have to go back to the Unltod Mine workers or give up our jobs. 

"I heard the rumors that Eishoff wouldn't reopen Mine "A* unloss 
it was under the United Mine "Workers and I also hoard it said that ho was 
going to operate Mine "A" through the Mine "B* shaft. lihilo I didn't pay 
cny attention tc the latter rumor I was inclined to belief that the former 
rumor was true. I heard these stories from fellow members of our local. 

"I wont back to work et Mine "A" as a United Miner because I 
felt that I wouldn't be able to go back to work as a Progressive Miner and 
because a majority of the Mine "A" employees switched over to U.M,.i« 

""While I was with the Progressive Mine uorkors X served as Pit 
Committeeman. I did not attend any of the meetings at which the miners dis- 
cussed the sale of Mine ®A"» 

"I do netieo that under the United Mine Workers that the working 
conditions are not as good as they were under the Progressive Mine workers. 
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RE: JOHN L. LET.iIS, ET AX.. 


INTERVIEW wITH 



( coctinuo d 


Our grievances are now hnndlod by company aon and they 
refer the grievances to the Superintendent if they have 
time and ho has to take up the grievance -with Oscar 
Fulcctti, Superintendent cf Hino e B n . what he says goes 
whether the non like it or not. Recently I noted that the loose explosive 
powder was net getting cut the ce&l and I got up at a meeting cf our local 
and suggested that a Ccimittee go see Elshoff about putting 
3 order which is more efficient. The committee composed of 

.nd another fellow were a ppointed and they talks 
ever with Elshoff. Later told me that I had better not cone 

up tc the next meeting, t hat these fcTl ovs were fixing up to boat me up 
and that ^Ishcff had said that I was a “Progressive Agitator!" 



"I have ncticod also that the local union is not disposed to 
eppese the company on a particular issue. Since the powder incident when 
the union failed tc make an issue cut cf the stick powder and accepted the 
company's wishes I have stepped going to the union meetings. 


I 


B I hav e beer, read the wit hin statement consisting of three and 
a third pages by ^d it is all true. 


A/ 



‘..itnessed* 



Special Agents, F.J 
Springfield, Illinois. 


«r 
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RE* JOHN L. ET AL. 



diff^u^^^uic^prchencTTng questions propounded to him. and it is not be- 
lieved that hr v:. uli nrj:c a g ced witness. H© disclaims any criminal record* 


told I need net make ary statement and that this statemont can bo used in 
Court. 


ci tizen cf the United States in 1932 er 1933. I was employed at Mine "A* 
ir^m^ and havo been working there ever since. In that time I have be- 
longed to the United liino "iferkors Union and the Progressive tine workers 
Union. Before 1932 1 was satisfied vith the United tine workers organi- 
zation and I changed over to the F.K.A. because the rest cf then did. After 
I changed over to the IMA I was satisfied with that organization and boliove 
it represented the niners. 


said he had sold the nine and that I no long or an employee cf Mine * A*. 
I also received an unsigned letter tolling me that if I wonted to keep my 
job at Mine "A" that I would have to change ny union affiliations. I knew 
when I heard the mine was sold that I would have to change unions if I 
wanted to keep my jt-b. However, nc one put any pressure on mo to change 
unions. I heard a runcr tc the offect that Blshoff would not reopeh Mine 
’’A” unless it was operated by the U.H.T;. but it had no influence on ny 
decision tc join the U.V.h. 


Elks Hall where the miners discussed as to whether cr not they should go 
ever to the UMTS. I recall that a decision was reached at this meeting to 
gc over to U.M.d;. and then Ray Edmundson was called in. He premised us 
cur jobs* 


He gave the following signed statement t 


w Spring fit. Id, Illinois 
September 14, 1943* 



n I wa s bora in 



and became a naturalized 


”l learnod cf the sale cf Mine "A* to Elshof in 1941 by reading 
it in the newspaper. I also received a letter from IS 7 . Ryan in which ho 


"I attended oc3 meeting cf the Mine *A" employees held at the 


n I have noticed no difference in working conditions undor U.U.dl. 
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RE: JOHN L. LE-.TS, ET A L. 


( continue d) 


ns compared with working conditions under the Progressive 
ilincr'e Onion. 


*1 have been read the within statement consisting c£ 
two and a fraction pngos ar.d it is all true. 


/■/ 



'.litnessod: 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, Illincis. 
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He: JOHJ L. I£V.1S, ET AL. 


f 

m. 


V 



was interviewed at his house, 

Springfield, Illi nois , on Septe mber 17, 



pc-cial Agents 

Yam + Vk ^ #v jk i ^ A ^ f ^ ■* 4k AW 

'UUl'4-lig U1C VrUU;^;: U1 ItiiJ-o 4ii^i ricn 

and agitated and although he expressed a willingness to give the Agents 
any information he could and was outwardly entirely cordial, he refused to 
answer any questions concerning the events that happened at the meeting 
held at the Elks Club. At the conclusion of the interview he was asked if 
he had been approached concerning this case and told not to talk to Agents. 

He denied this repeatedly. He was also asked why he was scared to tell 
Agents about the meeting at the Elks Club, and while he denied being 
frightened, it was noted ^tha^^Jp.5 question gave him a definite start. 

It is not believed that ^m^p.vas telling all that he knows concerning this 
case and it is suggested that he be brought before the Grand Jury for further 
questioning. He advised he .has no criminal record. He refused to sign 
the statement, which rill be set out balow, although he stated that it was 
all true and that thwrc was no reason why he should not sign the statement. 





give the following information to 
|wno are known to me to be Spec. Agents of the F.B.I. 
»o threats or promises have been made me to gat this statement. I am now 
; orking a t IUnc A as a driver I have been there since 1932 or 1933. I 
was bom 1 joined the P.II.A. because 1 wanted to A 

I had no preference of 


Jnion over the other. 


"I heard through gossip that Elshoff was taking over Mine 'A*. I 
never paid any attention to it at the time^ I figured if I didn ’t work there 
I'd work someplace else. fbom 1932 to 1941 I was satisfied with the way 
P.II.a, was handling things. *hen Elshoff took over Mine 'A' nobody came 

A _ V. yH «. 4- ^ 1 -y JL. ^ ~ -4 + ^Vv T T I 4- 

VD my 41 dll IAJ bivJR aiJUUb XU U1 niiXUil UUXU1J X «dilUCU» X WUIi ' u 

recall hearing anything at the time to the effect that Elshoff was going 
to take coal from line ’A' through *d.ne 'B f nor do I recall hearing that 
he would only operate Mine A with a U.M. .<• union. 


"fhe only meeting I remember attending vras at the Elks Club^ I 
dor.t recall how 1 heard about this. I don't remember at this time who 
had~charge of this uk-cting. I am not sure why this meeting was held at 
the Elks Club and I dont^ want to say what the purpose of the meeting was. 
I was not a member of any committees appointed at this time and I did not 
go to Elshoff s, or Edmmdson 's office or to the Leland ^otel after the 
meeting. I joined the U.l\ w . at Mine 'a' about the time it opened. I 
joined U.M, •*, of my own free will. Conditions at l.S.nc A are the same 
under U.M.7.", as they were under P.L.A. so far as I am concerned. 
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Re: JOHw L« LEiVIS, ET AL. 


IK TER VIE.." WITH 



"I have read this two page statement and to 
the best of my knowledge it is all true and the infor- 
mation therein is just as I have given it to the Agents. 


I don f t care to sign this^ I have no particular reason for this. 


Witnesses : 


/5 / 



Special Agent, fTB.I. 
St. Paul, llinn. 


Special ^gen^T. B. I . 


Spri r.g f iel d , 111. 
Sept. 17, 1943" 
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REt JOHN L. LERIS. ET XL 



IKTERVIEti TSITH The following investigation was conducted by Special 



noted he did not know much about what went on because of his position. It 


is felt that he would make a fair witness if his testimony were neoessary 
and he appeared to be very cooperative. 


in the switch from U.L.R. to P.M.A. and after the strike in 1932 I got a 
job in a place where the P.M.A. was. I hated to see the trouble which 
caused the split between and P.M.A. I would rather have seen the 

men satisfied with one union. 


the papers and then later I got a letter to that effect from iir. Ryan the 
former operator. At the time I did not know what would happen, whether I 
had a job there or not^ 1 figured I would just have to wait and see. Be- 
fore Elshoff took over Mine "A n things went along well between P.M.A. and 
Ryan. I was not approached as to my opinion or whether we should join the 
U.M.vt. or not and I had no one come to me and try to get me to jojh 
I don't think I heard anything about the possibility that Mine "A might 
be operated through Mine "B". I did not hear any rumor that E lshoff‘ would 
only open Mine A under a TJ.K.v*. contract. I attended 2 meetings, one at 

V It A H.H find Ann *t, EHrs. 

A * ■* ** 


P.H.A. Hall. 1 think this meeting was held just to discuss how the mine . 
was to be opened. I am not sure but I don't think any committee reported 


The following signed statement was obtained from 




/■> u a ' - l J T*n 

opringi iexa- iim* 
Sept* 15, 1943. 



give the following information to 



who have identified themselves to me as 
ilo threats or promises have been made to get 


this statement 



u 


I started at I am 


H l was a - 
I took no hand 



first learned that Elshoff had taken over the Mine *A W through 


"I believe I read in the paper of the meeting to be held at 


or was appointed* I don f t recall any trouble at that meeting. 
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HE » JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



sign a slip to go over to U.L.W. if we wanted to go to work. I thought 
I would be without a jot if I didn’t sign up, so since that was the way 
it was going to be I signed the slip of my crwn free will. Edraundson came 
over later and gave & talk. I don't recall what was said. 1 did not care 
which local was at Mine n A h . ' I just wanted to go to work. I did not go to 
ndmundson’s or ^Ishoff's office the night of the meeting. Conditions at 
Line "A" since 1941 under the U.M.«. are the same in my job as always. 


come in contact with the miners. 

*1 have had Agent this statement which is written oi 

this and two other pages to ne. It is all true and oorreet to the best of 
my knowledge and is just like I have told it to the Agents. I am signing 
this of my own free will as it is the truth. 


fitnesses 


Special Agent, FBI 
St. Paul, Ilinn, 



Spec. Agt. FBI (liilw) 
Springfield, 111. 
^ept. 15, 1943, 


I would not bo able to say as to how they are in the mine because I don’t 
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On S o ptonbo r 14. 1945 Special f^g ent a 



at his hcxno* 

ib very intelligent uni was outwardly cntirel^oQopQru tivo • It 
is to" be notei that ut the tine cjf this interview 

agents that although ho had joined the Hi, he had always favored the ULTI* 
He advised that ho has no criminal record. From the inf cm/ it i on given 
ct the tine of this interview it is not fait thr\i^mm|Bto would 
make a good witness, particularly ub hie story is lic.bl^t^oe prejudiced 
due t.: his admitted proferonoo for THU 


The following si#ied sta tenant was proourod f Tixz i 


sprmgf xcici f ii 1* 
Sent. 14, 1943* 


"I, 


Land 


give the following infomatian toi 
fr/h o are known to no to be Special agents 


cf the no throats or promises havo boon made nu to procure this 

inf jt nation* 


about 

union 


9fi 


’’I an working at i lino ■». as 
oars# I was born tin 

at Springfield, i¥ vr-s 


'stable 'boss'# I have 1)0011 thero 
I first joined a nine 
'forking ut iiine 




in 1932, when they v/ont to i> •:!•*#• with the othors# I would just a« soon 
h-vc stayod with U •;{#'.'• at tho tine# During tho tine wo had the ?#il#a.# 
union at iiine he there were no out stand ing disputos thero betwoon -cho 
company that I know of# "Jhon 31SH0FF took over iiine 'a*.' in 1941 1 
believe 1 road of it in the pioors* I figured that if he hud bought 
it and they nado a switoh, I would go over with the ro6t of then, if 1 
wanted tc stay thero# I was not up >roachod ut this tine about joining 
the I hoard acme talk that 2LSH0FF night oporate Hino «. through 

Mine B but it was just talk# This night possibly bo done if they wanted 
tc nako a big nine cut of 2 little ones us thoy are connootod by the nain 

u,-. Ho ,r T AAA \?T JVtfiKFF tl tr. ft r*, A no +m rtl QRfl Hlno A*. UTllfiSfi 

i. j— i vnaji • a uw v **«“ * v**— v — ■— 1 ----- - — — — > — 

the men joined U.n.T# I attended ono meeting at the Redmans Hull the meet- 
ing at tho Elks and tried to attend one at tho P*3I»u# Hall but the PJ[#n.« 
offioinls wouldn't let us hold it and tho meeting was broken up# Thor® 
were only one cr two who oould apeak# I did not see any fight I got 
aorta diecussed und left before it was all ovor* I think thero was a 
oenraittee an pointed to boo if we oouldn't find a plaoe to have a 
meoting. I was not a nonber of that oonnittoe# It soonB to me tho 
nrmn ^n oan ont of tho next moot ing was published but I wouldn't be sure 
of that# was in ohurgo of tha nootiag at Redman 

Hall. I t^H^^ff^neetlnJ^us hud tc soe if we would have an investi- 
gation to deoide if we would join U#ll* r ;# There were no outsiders at this 
meeting* fit the Redman Hull nesting they decided to have another meeting 
but they oouldnH get Redmans Hall so they had it at the Elks Club# 
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HE* JOHN t. LE/IS, ET aL. 


meeting was in charge took 

took a standing vote an whether they would go to 
and I think they voted solid to do this* 

I dont recall hearing anything about opening 
Mine a and to ny knowledge nothing was said about the nen having to 
join to keen Mine open. l!y theory as to why the non switohed 

over is that ELS HOFF had a contraot with U.lf. T . at Mine 'B* and would 
orcbably operate Mine <■#»' under a contract with UJi.’f. In my heart I 
have always been U »M »YI ■ I joined P.M*/*. in 1932 only beoause I bad to 
go over to keen my job* After tho voting was ever luiY EHIUin60N oame over 
and talked to us. He said ho thanked the nen for the way they had votod 
and told then they would be acce tted back in U.H.L T . and treated the way 
they had always been. That sane tine we signed oards going over to UJI.TJ. 

1 did not go to Edmun dean’s office, the Leland Hotol or ELSHOFFS offioo 
after this mootin'. I have never held a union office and did not then* 
Since the has been back at Mine »a» I think that conditions at 

Mine have been improved. Dues are about the sane but working con- 

ditions have improved, I think, if tho non oan boo it. I heard a 
-progressive official, I understand say that hadn't any body better turn 
ever tc U.M.'i* if they did he had sene hoys in Southorn Illinois that would 
take care of then. I was net forced to join U«M»L» but did so of ny own 
free will. 



"I have road this 3 x . gc statonent & to the best of ny 
knowledge and belief it is all true and as I have given it to tho 
p.3.1 . Agents, I an signing this cf ny cnm will us it is the truth* 



"".itne-sses* 



Special Agent, 
St. Paul, Hinn* 


.1 • (Milw.) 

Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 14. 1943. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEViTS , ET AL 



and with the assistanc^of a neighbor womanTwhom he called over, he ad- 
vised that he does not understand English well and that his wife does 
not either. He further stated that he has beer, at i£Lr>e *. for many years 
and that his daughter is in Chicago for two weeks, but that she could 
assist in interviewing him upon her return. He advised that he hurt 
himself at nine * and has been in the hospital until a month ago. 


a Sunday at the ^lks Club, but ha did not know what Tent on because he 
could not understand English and he advised that he voted over to U12IT 
because the rest of the local did. He said that he does what the yoing 
men do and nobody forced him tv- vote that way. He stated that if his 
daughter were present sh_ could act as his interpreter. 

Stenographic notes of the above were token by Agent 
and they ar_ b^ing retained in instant file. 



further advised that he was a citizen through naturali z a- 



He said he attended a meeting on 


tion and that he was born ini 



It was noted that 
he would make a poor witness. 



is a rather old man and it is felt that 
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Re; JOW L. LEnIS, ET AL. 

i 



[was interviewed at his residence, _ 

Springfield^I^^'joi^^on Se ptember 14 , 
L943 by Special Agents an( * 1 , , 

He advised that he had never been arrested, iie stated also that 
ie still has a job at fine *. although he has not worked^for^the^ past _five 

or six month s as he said that he had to leave because 

lie himself did not feel very well. However he stated 
Ms to ols are stiliout there and he can return whenever he wants to, 

appeared to be more intelligent than the ordinary miner and it is 
"felt that he would make a fair witness if his tes timony w ere necessary. 

The following signed statement vas obtained from 


« 




a g ^ n u i 


order to get me to give this statement. 


give the following statement to . 

who are known to me to be Special 
arcats or promises have been made, me in 


"I was bom ^ 

.1 became a citizen in 



I came to the U.S. 
ngtield. I first went 


V w to work the spring before it wont back as U. 

I think this was in the spring of 1941 A I am a digger and worked 
there up unti l 5 o r 6 months age. I first joined a mine union 
around about f^jHin Springfield, 111, I joined the Progressives 
while '.vorking^^^t/ne Jefferson line but I worked at Mine ’A 1 as a 
Progressive for Bill Ryan, mine closed in. the spring and then 

Ilshoff took it ovur and we joined the U.K.'rt. in a body in order 
to go back to work, I felt this was the only way to get nlshoff to 
oo-n the mine, everyone knew this. 1 read in the paper that Elshoff 
was to take the mine over, then of course the men all knew it too 
and they felt the only salvation for then was to join the U.M.T?. 

A couple of men came to see me at my home and asked me how I felt 

and -L told then I was going to do what the other men did. When I 

worked at Mine 'A* for Bill Ryan they never had any trouble, for a fact 

they never have any trouble there now either. I never heard anything 

about the possibility cf Llshoff operating the Mine A through Mine 
B. A here was a rumor at the time that the U.U.T?, had given ^ 
Elshoff a pile of money to operate- Mine 1 a* and get it o ver to 
I heard too that unless the men wont right over to U.K.w, the mine 
would be shut down . 1 never attended any meetings where the question 

of returning the Mi no 'A* men to the vras discussed. I Joined 

the U.M. ... out at Mine I naver voted' on returning to U.U.W. 
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Re : JOHJ L, LEWIS, ZT AL. 


I just joined up they told us our P.K.A, card would 
be excepted so I just joined up at the mine as the 
other rr.en had joined. 

n I have never had any p erferance as to which union I belong to. 

"I hav: had Agcntfl^®|| read this two I®®® handwritten state- 
rent to ex? and it is all true ar.d correct and as I have given it to the 
Agents. I am signing this of zy own free will. 


IKgHVIEyWITH 

(Continued) 



Special J*g„nt, F.B.I. 

T'i 



special Agent I'll (lilv;.) 
Springfield, 111. 

Sept_ 14, 1943 n 


Signed 
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EE i JOHN L. LEWIS, Slid, 



IT E1 WI TH _ 

I by Spocial Agonts 


s int orviowod at his homo 
and! 


wue oooporativo but had "to bo quastionod through 
an intorprotor ^^T^^^Sorstanding of English is not vory good. For that 
reason, plus tho fact that ho had vory little kncwledg^^ho lfi.no A situattao 
it is nrx folt that ho would mako a good witnoss. no knc,sm 

criminal record. He. furuishod tho following signod statoSSm* 

in. 

Soptanbor 18* 1943 


followi ng statonont to Spocial Agonts 

~ No throats or prordsos of any 

tonak^this statonont. 


111,, do voluntari ly nako tho 

and 

no do to oauso 


kind 


ivo 


"X born in in Anorioa In 

1905* X was natural izod evt I storbod in minofi *xs 

soon ns I ocu-io "tc /morion, jtining up with ViSih* I havo novor boon nn 

«. . 1 _ * T J-L W, Hi, nwnl f~-+ rr\ ^ n +■ Ki Vin fi h fi f\ fl^ * htivlfl? 

cmcor in uuy um uu « x **** ** w **■ — ~ - — oo'-» — ^ 

startod thcro in 1936. I had join tho Progrossivos at tiiat tino. Both 
unions or o the somo to do. 

"I know that Hr. RIAN sold tho uino tc Mr. ELSHOFF , who owns 
Uino B, but don’t know her: I found out. 

n I novor hoard about Uino A going to bo closod unloss tho Don 
jcinod UJi'X, or that l£ine A would bo olosed and tho coal token out through 
Hino B. 

”1 attondod cno mooting in Springfiold, whoro tho mon dooidod 
to join Uli'tA, I don’t knew whoro that mooting was hold, or romaabor much 


"I h a vo had tho abovo pa go of statements nado by mo road to 
" Tho samo oro iruo & oorroot. 




Spocial Agents, 
Springfield, 111." 
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Re: JOAN L. LEUIS, ET AL. 



s interviewed at his residence, 

by Special 
on September 

15, 1943, with the assistance of his wife as he does not understand the 
English language very well. She advised that he has never been arr® s t©d. 


It is felt he would make a poor witness, 
signed statement. 


He furnished the following 


Springfield, 111. 
Sept.^lS, 1943. 



the following information to 

who have identifi ed t hemselves as 

being Special agents of the F.3.I. I have had 
don't understand the "pglish language very well 
say wi ll be the truth to the best of my knowle dge , 

, Sl came to U. S. in 



elp me as I 
have to 
I was boro 
& I became a 
years Sl am 

still th^re as s digger. In 1932 I just followed the rest over to 
P.JJ.a. & I did not care what union was there as both were the same 
to me and I did not prefer one over the other. I saw in the paper 
that ^Ishoff bot Mine a and I was not interested in it at all then 
as x didn't care who owned it. I had no complaints against P.M.A, 
as far as I was concerned, ^ wife says that two men came to my 
home but I wasn t home & they wanted me to join up with U.H.A. so 
that Elshoff wotlld open up Mine A but they never came back to see me. 
The men at wine A all talked around that if they wouldn 't join up 
with elshoff would not open up Mine * Si I believed it but 

not for sure and that was why I later joined I never went to 

any of the meetings at F.K.A. Hall, Redman Hall, Elks Club and I 

W-. _ a A 1 J — k ..-4- M. T 4rsn 1-4 ■ ***, ^ v, .4 o «> vr -if 1 T A 

Iffvci nxe LrU iu awuo tnt'iJ «, x uaju ^ uuuox o ucajju aaijr 

go. I signed up at the meeting in the U.L.S* Hall. It was the 
first meeting of the new local as they had turned over by then 

«Sc this was before line * opened. I never voted & had to sign up in 
order to go back to rork as the local had changed from P.K*A* to 
Since U .&**. has been at line things are just the same for me as 
they were under till. A. and it still doesn *^noke any difference to 
roe what local is there. I have had Acent read this two (2) 

page statement to me and it is true and correct^ 


"Witnesses x__ 

/V 


Signed 


J. * • Q T 

'pcuiii 


'a ul. lainn. 



special Agent FBI ( Kilw ) 
Sorinefield. 111. 

Sept. "l5, 1943" 
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RE: JOHN L. LEV7IS, ET AL 


rERYIET V7ITH 


The following investir^jio^jjro^conducte^by 
Aponte tfBBH 

l-t SJpringf iold, Illinois^ on Bcptun- 


k/» 7 7 1 Qji .7 . 


At his Springfield, Illinois, 

Agents intenriowod nevor has boon or- 

rested in his li fo .^l^wa^noto^hnt ho is an intelligent individual, md 
ho readily understood the questions and answorod then readily and intelli- 
gently. It is folt ho is honost, and ho appoared to bo cooperative, and it 
is believed he would note a vory good witness if hie tostinony were neces- 
sary. 


AG©nts obtained from hin the following signed stutonent: 



^priagiiold, 111. 
Sopt. 17, 1943 



give tho following 
ontified thorns olves 


information to 
as Special Agen 3 




no xnrewB 


_J t_ - i.^ 1»i>S 

pr UiajLBa t> iicm) uuuu i^aua xuu 


thG i* * H m 1 * 190 ur prwuij.Bats jinv*j uuuu ilaauo mo i*c? 1**0 wju» infer - ” 

nation. 1 quit Mine A in Ju l^, 1 9 ,1^,A had boan thoro about ^ years or so. 
presently I’M HHB A have boon einc^Jan. 1943. 

I via s born in was not at Mine A when it went 

?. 11. A. in 193^but I v/as c^enDe^^Treody when 1 started at Kino A. It 
seemed at first P. K. A, was a little better but at end wore about son© as 
U, K. TI. but still nay be a little bettor. I think I hoard from tho non in 
1941 that Elshoff bot liino A and I didn’t know thon just whet would be 'tho 
result of it. Up to thon I had boon sati6fiod with P. II. A. I hoard non 
went around but no one cane A asked mo to join ever or how I folt then. 

kl believe, told me about a mooting that was tc be hold. I 

Ho tho minors that Elsheff might take coal out from M i n e A 

thru Mine B L if I roneglg^^^wusalsc montionod at the mooting. I think 
MMtold us that I never wont to many mootings. I 

c^^^card that if w^/on^cvo^Tt^^n. 17. Mino A would be opo nod ft I bo- 
licve scno enc told us this toe at the ncoting A I think it was 
who said it A thon I folt that I had to join over to U. Ii. W. or I woul 
without work. I third: I attended several meetings but I did not go to the 
one on Sunday at the Elks Club but I wont to a, fow befora then. I did et- 
tond a nocting on tho 7th floor of tho U. II. '>/• Bldg. A that was when I 
joinod up. Edmund sen was not thorc but seme Board mombor of U. li. -7. was 
thoro A welcomed us back into tho fold A said wo would bo treatod very 
nicely. v;c wero told wo had to belong to U. 11. IT* to work out thoro so 1 
had to join up in erdor to work. After this I believe I was working al- 
ready fc had to go to this U. M. r7. to sign up A I think it was for us who 
had not boon at tho Elks Club, It was either tc go to work under U. M. W. 
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RE; JOffiT L- LEVflS. ET AL 


or bo without u job. I did net belong to any 
committees & did not gc to Edmunds c-ns or 
Ellshoffs offico. It Boomed that nftor U. U. 
W.*~tcok over tho rumor was the Prc^rossivoB 
used to run the mine but that tho company would now run it. Things woro 

^ -.+■ <■ — T uni* nr- TT - ??- 1 ;T _ ^.R und f)T P _ !!■ Ac thOV chiin£od O lot Of* BJ3&11 

iiw v ue ^ ■ u r— wo** ■ — - — — — - - v ~ 

things such as starting at 7:15 A* il* instead of 7:30 A* H* I hn.vo roac 
this 2 (twe) page statement tr it is true dt correct tc the host of my 
kn.wlodge# This makes (3) three pages nrvj* 



(Cent inuod 


"I am signing this rf my cun froo will. 

"Signed: 


set ; 


A/ 



Special Agent f 
St. Paul, llinii* 


* I.# 


Special Agent, F. B. I. (llilw.) 
Springfield 9 111 ♦ 

Sept • 17 t 1943. 
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Re: JO Iff L. LE-flS , ET AL, 


r 




WITH who has room 

■■■Beheld, Illinois, waj 

September 15, 1943 by Special Agents < 

and He advised that he has r.o criminal record. It was 

noted that he was rather hard to understand, although he appeared to 
understand the questions. It is felt he would make a rather poor witness 
unless his testimony were absolute^^jecessary. Agents obtained the 
following signed statement from^BMBIW which he signed in the presence 
of his landlady, 



Springfield, 
Sept. 15, 1943 



Agent o: 
give this information. 


give the following information to 
, who are known to roe to me to be Special 
s or promises have been made to get me 



citizen abo 


been at -dne a as a digger for about 
I came to U.S. in about 
o in__spring. 



yrs. I was bom 
I became a 


n I joined over with P*H, A. when the rest of the men at line ’A' 
did_ it was all the same to me which union they had. At the time P.U.A. 
vras the union at line ’A ' I liked them. 


”1 heard that j-lshoff had taken over line A in the papers, from 
other miners and I also got a letter from Ryan telling me of it. It . 
was all right with me, I did not care who ran the mine as long as I had 
a job. I met some fellows on the street and they told me if we didnt 
join up witn maybe the mine would not open and Elshoff might take 

the coal out through Line B. I dont^ know who these men were A there 
were many of them all talking this way. «hen I heard this and that it 
didn't cost anything 1 figured 1 better join the U.U.n. it didn't make 
any difference to me one-way or another any way. There were several meet- 
ing held at this time. 1 went to one at Redmans Hall and one at the 
Elks Club. I know at these meetings we were told that if we wanted 
to have line a opened we would have to join U. If.-V. as Elshoff don 't 
like the Progressives. At the Elks Club we voted for going over to U.M.W. 
it was by standing vote, after the election Ray Edmundson came and gave 
"T talkj_ I dont know what he said other than that U.K.»<. was a good Ihion. 

I voted for because 1 wanted to go to work and you couldn't get 

a job any place else. I signed up for that very same afternoon. I 

was not a member of any committee and x did not attend the meetings in 
Ednundsons or Elshoffs office after the ^lks Club meeting. 


* 
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Re: JOHi L, L£«1S, £T AL 




i 

l 

t 

\ 


"Conditions at Mine A under are the Bare 

as they were uider P*1£*A # as far as I am concerned* 

(Continued) ^ x . + , 

tt I have had Agent IHflH read this two page statement to me 

-w. i _ . _ _ _ j_ ^ — T — w. *A/.a 1 1 T otti +K#ar*P f* nTP 

and it is all true ano correct »u i<*r - <-cwi j. 

signing it of my own free will_ 



St. Paul, tonn. 



5peciAl KPcTT~^R. ( i&iv* » ) 
Springfield, '111. 

Sept. 15, 1943" 



t 


A 
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RS* JOHN L. LETJIS, ET aL. 



contacted in the morning and inusmuoh us he hud to go to work around 
lltOO AcM. he 6aggostod agents roturn at 10<0Q a*M. on Boptombor 17, 
which they dad but agents had to wait for him about 10 minutes as he 
did not appear at his roc© until 10*10 A*M. 


if he did not wish to talk to agents he did not have to but ho said 
he wanted to* During the interview ho anoo askod if agonts woro not 
through yot and ho was again told that if ho did not want to answor tho 
questions ho should so advise agonts ana they would louve but he said for 
agonts to continue «■. 


to be withholding information and it is suggostod that he bo oallcd 
before tho Grand Jury to asoortain his full story* 


promises have boon nude me to give this 
information* I have been at Mine about ■fyoars 4 1 am still thorc 
& deliver p andor* I drove mules on day sh ^t till 1^ yours ago* I 
was born in In 1932 wont evor 

P.M*a, as th^Tooa!^i^^^di^no^^T^%o organiso* I don't oo.ro to 
say if I wishod to go baok to ono union avor anothor* I road in pc.pors 
that RY.JI sold out Mine a. It didn't nuke any difforenoo to me as I 
have to make a living* I novor hoard that Mino a night bo operated 
thru Mine B* I don't know if Mine a was shut down in 1941 or not but 
I knew it was shut down for 2 Bumnors* I don't euro to Answer if I heard 
that ELSHOFF would oporato it only as U.iI.’T* nino. All I knew is what 
I road in tho papers* I did not go to any mootings as I think I wont 
cn nights thon & did not go out to mooting at Elks Club* .all I know 
about it is fre© the papers* I was not on any oannlttooa thon - they 
aro no govd for anyone* I had no complaint at all against P«M*a* I won't 


Ho was very unoooporative and ho was told at tho start that 


He donied that ho had been oontaotod by anyone and ho is folt 


He furnished the following unsignod statonenti , 



Springfield, 111* 
Sept* 17, 1943. 



give the following information W 



who have identified themselves as Spooiul Agents 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWS, m ivL. 


INTERVIg? WITH 



answer if I have umr proforonoo for ono error 
another* I aignod up at Mino a with tho TJJ1.1T* 
No oaao has talked to no about this investigation 
& it is true to tho best of ny knawlodgo* 



Special .ugont, F.B.I • 
St. Paul, llinn. 


Spooial i»gent FBI (liilw.) 


Springfield, 111* 
Sept. 17, 1945*" 


RE: JOHK L. LB- IS, ST AL 


VI TH 



>1S 


follow ing investigation was condu cted by Special Agent# 

[at Springfield, 111- 

ept sober 16* 1943 


on 


At his residenc^^J^^m^^d^^^^^^^Springfield , Illinois, Agent# 
interviewed the and he advised he never 

has been arrested in his life. *°ne difficulty in understanding 

the questions asked as he is rather illiterate and he had sane difficulty in 
expressing himself. It is felt that he would make a poor witness unless his 
teEtinony is necessary* 

Agents obtained from hin the follovring signed stataaent* 


Springfield, 111* 

Sept. 16, 1941. 

give the following information to 
who have identified themselves as Special Agents of the 


No threats or promises have been made to me to give this statement. 


** I was born ^ ^ came to U. S* & 

became a citizen nbou^fl^UI^^^Spr^igfTeld, 111* I have been at Mine 
A as a digger for abov^^^^yeor^A an still there. I joined over to P*U*A. 
in 1932 atTall others did. I like both unions ns they don’t make any dif- 
ference to ne at all. I rend in papers that Elshoff bot Mine A & people 
also talked about it. I didn’t think it would nake any difference to ne who 
owned it or what union 1 belonged to* X liked F.XI*a. while at Line A A they 
were alright to ne. Mo one & asked ne about joining over to U*M.'-*'* in 1941. 

X don’TVeciember of hearing that z<lshoff night take coal out of Mine A thru 
Mine B. Everyone was talking that Elshoff would open Mine A a# U.H.i. A I 
felt 4 believed that way A then figured I would be out of a job maybe too as 
.orr- Vic-rf +j-v Mt. I heard thev had some meetings but I don’t understand 

JWfc-*. ^V» V V- 0--W — — * ** 

yrhat they say so I never went to many meetings. X don t know or remember if 

I was at Redman's Hall but I think I was at Elk’s Club nesting on a Sunday 

when the nen stood up A voted. I don’t know what they said. TTe all signed 

up to go back to U.1I*-.. then. I signed up with U.M.V\. in order to have a job. 

Everyone was sr.ying if we did not sign up we would have no job and I have & 

large family so had to have a job. I did not belong to a uy Committee. I 

don’t know what else was said at the meeting A I went right bade home after 

the meeting, I find no difference in^n^mion from another A we have to work 

j t ™ a i *>»'«- rnfikA tn me *fchi a two 12) o&re Btote- 

uiijujr uvbii u x Minu* * »* . vw jmu * — — -- - ' ■ * * v 

nent A it is true A correct to the best of my knowledge and I have signed this 
of my own free will.* 1 


Soecia^gent^'.B.I., St. Paul, Minn. 
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Bs: JOHN L. LSL'IS, ET JLL. 


INTEHFIB* TTITH 




> who resides atj 

Springfield, Illinois, was interviewe^at^ 
Springfield Office by Special .Age 

“ 1943. 

He is a naturaLxzeaASerican 
Tuctant to give information. 




V 


and 

■was bom 
citizen. 

e+ *s+i nn 1 + 1"> a + V> A 1 fl n rT.T 

members of both Xtl&i and Wk. It appeared as though this factor magHt 
be influencing Ms statement, in view of the fact that he could recall 
very little specific information. Other than his poor memory, 

[ would be a good witness due to his appearance and ability to 
express hinseif. He furnished information as set forth in the following 
signed statement. 

"Springfield, HI 

September 8, 1945. 


nano 

to ~ 

themselves 
Investigation. 


following statomont 
who have identified 
le Federal Bureau of 
jjo promises, throats, or consideration of any kind 



has been made to me to make this statement, i on willing, ^ nocea- 
sary, to go to court, and repeat any part of this statement. 



“In 1941, l£ino A closed on the last day of March. This was the 
usual cus tom of this ni ne i^en^^ViS_o]TQ rated by William iy an. I 

1 busy 

and idid ^^^^^^^^^^^^to^muci^o^vna^xn^nicr^*ere^aoing, . I went 
to the meetings, and did whatever activity was necessary. 


"One day after an announcement :M_tho_ 
st in liine 


er that ELshoff had 

and ran 



into 

Union meeting at Ifc-dnan 1 s hall. I asked them T.'hat the meeting troy 
goting to bo hold at Jfcdnan's hall when the Progressives had a hall 
of^their own, They told mo tliat they could not get any justice at the 
Progressives. Before that I had heard rumors among the men that ELshoff 
nnA Wn.i U vja c ririwino rrs nntrv f rTtn liT"i no R into Mine A. and wore COlllt? 

cuiu i - i in v xj "qw va *» '•“* *<*v — - — — ■ — # — v i# 

to opeate Mine A from nine B. The men vho were working in liine B used 
to cone out and tell us about that. I asked these men why they wore 
going to have a meeting, and whether they wanted to go out of the 


468 - 



c 


Q 


Progressives. They said no, that they just wantod to 
find out about their jobs at' Mine A. 

•u do not recall cxacly That happened at the first meeting we hold _ 
after that. It was held at the Progressive Hall.^^^o not think that a 
meeting wa s held at It-dnan’s hall. I knor that and these others, 
and other men talked at the meeting about the entry "being driven fron 
Mine B into Mine A, and the possibility of mining Mine A from nine B . 

They said then that they did not think that we would be able to get our 
jobs back because of tat . They said that they thought that if we joined 
the Uhited Mine T.orkersJ that Mine A vould be reopened and not be mined 
through ;h.no B. I do not recall that they quoted anyone as having said 
that, but that was the general concensus of opinion. It was common 
knorledge that the entry was being driven fron B to A. At that meeting 
a committee was elected to go to see ELshoff and find out what was going 
to happen to Mine a. I do not recall who was on that committee. I know I 
ras elected to the committee. It was to meet at the union hall at 10AM 

on one day, and we were to all go out together. «hon I got to the halt, 

two of committee had already gone out, bccausetneythougnt that the 
was going to k.cp then from going at 10. P!f< board 

member, but not a member of local #51 wentTandsoneon^^^ff . I do not 

recall who that was. I do not knew what results they had in their conference 
with Elshoff. I do not think they saw ELshoff, but did see Falcetti. I 
do not recall what Falcetti told then. 

"By the next meeting, flHHHilHHRHHHft talked to all 
of the men. They all thought thE^thc^woiucwio^^e^w heir jobs, back, 
and their was a lot of trouble keeping order at the neeting. 


Jte » JOHN L i LB *' IS , ET 

(Continued) 


"All of the uen Seemed all set to go over and join the Ulf- then. 

J- do not think that there were more than about 30 of us who were not. 
There was no violence at that neeting, but there was a lot of confusion. 
I do not recall the details. I do not think anything else happened 
until the meeting of the non at the K of C hall. I did not go to that 
meeting, because I knew it was to join the UMIn, and I had said that I 
i:ould never join the HIT. 



M I Jiad intended to g o back to work at Mine A ^en it reopened, 

Tihcn the local wont UIJi , I would not 

could not work under thoso conditions. 

I had heard about what had happened at Mine B end how the company had 
favored Uf> members, and knew that I would not be able to get a good roan, 
track, etc., if I rent to work at liino A under the sane company, so I 
did not go back. I thought my rights had been violated, and taking away 
nyr right to work ct !£Lnc A under the conditions that I could work there. 



BC* V 



ST" • 


Jfc: JOHU L. LB- IS, ST AL. 


O 


TEW- 



■ontinue 


n?" wTTf? "Before ELshoff bought Uinc A there was no dis- 

sension as far as I knov. about the union, and there 
was no activity to join any other union* It was the 
story that was passed around about the entry being 
driven firm Trine B into lino A, and the operation fron B, and the story that 
if they joined the Bit* Mine A would be reopened, that caused the men to 
change. 

”1 have read the above statement on this page and two other pages* 

It is all true and accurate . 

/S/ 



F.B.I. 

Special Agent F.B.I." 
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Be- JOET! L f LE77IS. ET AL 



1943 1 


The f ollai ing in^g^i^atigi^wa^conducte^^j^^ 
Special Agents 

fat SpringfTeldVlllinoi^/ on SepteSe^Tl8 # 



P «■>«« i viw /*■? rt 1 ^ T 1 1 i nrt ■? a 

Upi XOAV 4 f 4 . f 


agents interviewed who advised he has no criminal 

record. It was nol^^^^^^^^^^^^w^^^^^^e^ateand it is felt he would make 
a poor witness unless his testimony is necessary. 

Agents obtained from him the following statement which he signed 
with an **7" s 


Springfield, Hi. 
Sept. 18, 1943, 





give the following information 

I >,.U A V. r-, ■m-ri- 4 *4 is«+ -S /** 4 .* .-4 wc, B 4- n win n r 

I . * j i ^ uuvv ^uduwi.i i.vu viwtuwy a v wo ww 


■■et mo tr 


Special Agents of the FBI. Ho threats or force has be en use d to 

give- this information. I wosborn in Lithuania ^ 

now ft 1 camo to U. S* in ^BB^bocamc a citi \ j I i < id, 111- 

I Have been at Mine A Eince^BBfc am still there as a digger. I went to 
F*!'.A. in 1932 as whole local 'rent over then. I road in the papor that 
Elshoff bot Mine A ft nobody felt good then and we all were scared ft felt 
v:e nould’ have no jobs. Fo one came ft saw me about going over to TT#M m 7t+ 

1 heard that El&hoff might take coal from Mine A thru Kino B ft that they 
would connect the two mines ft if wo wanted to work wo would leave to join 
U m K % * ft I think it as just a scare then ft I was scared too as I had not 
yjorked for a long time. Ec&rd this from the minors. I also heard from 
other miners that Llshoff would only opon Mine A as U.M.*7* ft I also heard 

~ ~ ^ 4- 4 — T a* A T ^14 T A K/-. r\-P ft 4/-iK T M;0<tTJ=>V 

u i l j. a. i* £>u;iv»‘ fi;v vxug x viixiiA. c^f*u jl * v, *■ v a *. V u*-«.w v^w v+ « jv«* * 

went to any of the meetings at Redman's hut did go to meeting at Elks Club. 
There they said l*ine A would be reopened if we went back to U Jf/V^^Ihoard 
about the mooting from a couple of other miners on a Sunday. 
was in charge of the meeting. Ve all stood up k voted & I didbocause^uT 
the others did and I felt if it was good enough for the others it was good 
enough for me. I never belonged to any committees. 7fo all signed up on 
some blank at the Elk's Club. I went directly home from there. Since 
C.M.'ST, have been at fline there is no difference - same as before under P.H.A, 
t I had no complaints against P.K.A. while they wore there. 1 have had 
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JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL 


Re : 


rvTTPVTTYi* 



(continueti 


• „ nT1 + ■^Hread to me this two (2) page 
It-tJHSBt is true h correct to the 
lilt of mr recollection. I hove eigned 
rtf mv own free will* 



St. Paul, liinn* 


"Spr ingf ield , 111 • 
Sept. 18 f 1943” 



c 



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 




on September 14, 1943. He was very cooperative 


Illinois * 


and seemed to be above- the average in intelligence, although his infor- 
mation was very lirdted. He would be a good witness insofar as his 
statements made in the following signed statement are concerned. 


of cr promises have been made to induce 

r.c to make any statement. ' 


that time, I started working at Hine k in 1939 and was there until 
the first of 1943. I was working at Panther Creek in 1932 when 
the state went progressive so I just signed up with progressive. I 
didn't have anything to do with the start of progressive. 


bought the nine from Ryan. I got a letter from Ryan telling 
he had sold the tine St at first I thought nothirg about it. I 
believe this was in the early fall of 1941. I know that the pro- 
gressive union held some meetings after the sale was announced,, but 
I didn’t attend any of the meetings. I was living in Auburn at 
that time and that *s one uf the reasons why I didn f t go to any of 
the meetings. 


signed up with United at a meeting at the Elks. It was some tine 
aft.r this that I heard the men had all gone United & that if I 
wanted to work I had to sign up. I had heard that Elshoff had made 
the remark that if the mine hadn't gone United, the nine wouldn't 
have opened, but 1 do not have any other information about this. I 
went down to the United Hall and signed up just before the rine 
opened in the fall, I was not forced to sign up & nobody ever 
threatened me to sign. 

**I do not know any of the details of any of the meetings held 
by progressive in the fall of 1941 and joined United because I 
wanted to be sure of a job. 



14, 1943 
■ ill. 


to 



the following voluntary statement 
Special agents of the Federal Bureau 



•’Everything was going along fine at aiLne A when Elshoff 


"AH I know is that the majority of men in progressive had 
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He: JOHN L. L&.IS, ET AL. 


IEw <ilTH 



(Continued 


fl I have read over this statement of 2 pages 
and I rash to state it is true to the best of 
n*y memory. 



".-fitnesses : 

N 

Spe cial ^g^nts y F *B . J • y 
U.3. Dept, of Justice" 




Re: JOHN L. LE^TIS, ET AL 



INTERVIFV 771 TH 



Illinois, on September 18, 1943* He appeared reluctant to answer any 
questions, advising that he had no information. However, he agreed to 
furnish a statement which is set forth below. 


not kxiov;n. 


about three or four months before Elshoff bought it in 1941 and have worked 
there since that tine. Ehen I started working there I was a member of the 
Progressive Mine V.'orkers of America which will be referred to as the UUF* 

I joined with the majority. 


I did not care which union I joined. Both were the same to me. Jlr# Ryan 
sent me a letter and said the mine had been sold to Elshoff# I would just 
as soon work under Elshoff as Ryan. 

"I attended none of the meetings during the period the RMA members 
vere trying to decide whether to stay in the union or join the TJMf?# 


troubles at the mine during tho time of the change of operators and change 
of unions* 

"I recall no 1 ,? tfc at I v/ent to the meeting of the FKA at the Elks 
Club in September, 1941. Ray Edmonson of the UMu said that if we wanted 
to join the UMT.’, the mine 7*oulo "open - soon, but if we did not, maybe the mln& 
would not open* So we all joined the UltE* I think I saw Edmonson at the 
meeting from the time it started. I never saw Edmonson beforo that time 
and 1 do not know if I would recognize him nov; if I saw him* I was not 
on any committee* I never heard Elshoff would try to operate Kino A through 
mine B, but 1 did hear minors say Elshoff v^ould not open the mino unless 
the men joined the Ul£7# 


•'Springfield, Illinois 
September 18, 1943 




W I am presently employed at Mine A. I started working in this mine 


n l did not notice any change in v^orking conditions under Elshoff# 


"I am a digger at Mine A now. I know nothing about the union 




(signed) 


(signed). Special Agent, F.B.I. 
(signed) Special Agent F.B.I." 
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Ro . JOHN L. LB? IS. ET AA 


T'V VI TH Springfiold, 

Illinois^WE^joirrtly intorviowod at h^^rosidonoo 



and 

dig gcr, and j 

answered quest ions, but alway s fa voret 
English language, therefore,] 
sent which ho oxcoutcd* 


at i£ino A as a 
oadily 
road the 
oad hin the following stat#« 


•Springfiold, Illinois 
September 16, 1945 


r.alco t ho following voluntary statement to 
and hon I know to bo Special Agonte of 

the Federal Buroau of Investigation, II. S. Department of Justioo. 



* 1 was born in entered the Unite d 

States in t.'cs naturalised at Springfield, 111* in | 


« 

i v » 


I nr. prasontly employed at 1'ino A as a digger* I started 
L’ino A t 

*lt make s no 


working ax i-inc A aoout 1955 u«c. huvu vOrkud thxTu Since that tLw* 



*1 saw a notice in tho newspapers in 1941 that Elshoff had 
no A iron Lr. Ryan. It rx 
Ryan operated the nine or Elshoff* 


bought l ino A iron hr. ityun. it ride no difference to me w«u.iwr 


"The working oonditions at Hinc A woro just as good under 
tho Progressive Mine TTorkers of America, which x.’ill bo refer rod to 
hereinafter as tho Plii, as they are now under tho U?!' ond no bettor* 

*No one evor talked to me about ry joining tho UIi<* 

*Vfhcn Elshoff bought lane A the nix rs wore saying that he "would 
operato iainc A through llinc B* I did not know whether Elshoff would do 
this or not. It seemed like the miners thought he would* I thought that 
einoc tho HILT had tho bargaining rights at ’line B, the nino A minors 


_ k « i A* ..... 

W W J UJ.il Ui- ■ 


A 4"* +■ Wirv 4- rs-t w/s t»fn * 

v A ' 


r/* 4 r"\ rtr\rv*»f, +-.Viv*niifrVi 714 rvt 74. 

b Vi “t 5 «»WT O’" — ~ 


I joined tho HI 1 in 1941 because? everyone olso did. It did not nako any 
differenoo to n c» I just ranted to keep my job and tho roason I joined 
tho UIT* was because I ranted to oontinuc working and cvcryor.o else was 
eoing over to that union. 
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Sc j JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 



II-TER Vir-' VIT H "I nttcndod. at least one of tho Fill meetings at tho 

Kin Hall "when Elsho^^bouH^^^^nino^^ThQ President 
tho Local Plii, presidafi 

over the mooting. 1 heard about this mooting ftron 
the miners. I do not remember vhat the Prosidont said. The idon of tho 
meeting was tc find out if Elshoff would rooognito tho ¥l'A at Kino A. 

"Tho PI 7. Pit Committee was suppoeod to go to Elshoff to boo if 
he vould rccognizo tho KIT. All throo of the nonbers of this oonnittoo 
refused to do this. They did not -want to have ary meeting with Elshoff* 

"The miners then olcctod a six ran comittoc to go to Elshoff* 
This committee vert downstairs in tho F1LT Hall and triod to got Elshoff 
on the telephone. I do not rerjembor if they talkod to him. or not. 



were Ecmc cf the miners on this comnittoc* 

tol 1 ’ me that n i.-ht thrt when h e wont into a room 
at the pry* Rail tVueo tho telephone. 

stopped him in the hallway and. vantod. to talk to him. t ^oldhim 

tc vr.it until he ha 1 -’ finishod talking en the telephone, 
left the telephone and come back iz^thchal lvay 1 and sono 

more men vere waiting for him and pushed] 

not keai VJhy. 



round. 1 do 


jane, s 

to call Elshoff vere hit a 
I did, not see thiE myself, 
this hnpponod. Only two r: 
The go six o arm it teamen had 
tell me whether any of the 
tolcphono or what va6 said, 
the F liu came into the moot 
to the 17 17 was a scab and 
I understood this to mean 
quiet. Tho secretory had 
meeting just c.ftor the fig 


,c of the other commit to erne n who wore supposed 
n a beaten up when they cane from, the tclophonc. 

I only hoard about this. I do not know why 
embers of this oomittoo cano bac^totho meeting, 
voluntcorod to talk to Elshoff* B|HH did not 
corm.it toe had been able to get on tho 

if ho did. At this meeting, the socrotary of 
ir.g and. said that overyone who was going back 
told then to "got the hell out of horc* 
to got out of tho FMA Hall. Evoryono kept 
a bunch of non with him* He oomo into tho 
ht downstairs in the Hall. 


"I attended tho ncctir.g at the Redman's Hall. A nan nanod 
was in charge of tho mooting. Tho minors all said they wantod to 


HUB iU UIIL.t l/i mu A*v¥*-**^r v* - — — — — ¥ 

joi^phc U1J., Tho idea of having tho meeting at Rodman's Ball was to 
get togothcr and leave the PT^^union. As fer as I know, thoro were no 
tni" rca at this rccting. A ||^B started, the mooting at Redman's Hall. 

vas not ot^R^kedman 's Hell mooting, neither wae 
(phonetic). The six oomittcomon reforrod to abovo 
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■Rcro at the Redman’ £ Hell Rcotinr* It loolcod lilo 
all of the miners who wanted to Join tho "01?? wont 
to the Re damn * e Hall mooting. 

**I attcr.de f the Elks Club n eotin,-. B y that tine nest of tho 
minor 8 laid do sided to join tho UU7. fllBp^aet nano not rcoallod) 
v;e.s in chargo cf this nccti n~. He r.od^tn^ooticn to have tho [_roup 
of minors at the resting Join the UII*» I do not renoribor if anyone 
called Edmonson of the U!i. ; but he cane t. tho mooting when it was 
nearly over. 

■ifc rate a little spccoh and said he war fled everyone wanted 
to c erne back tc the I I did rot see SlEheff cr Falcctti at try 
of these r.cctin ’’s ai.-* nevor hear"' they v;orc thorc. 1 ec.t? no 'Dlf*. non 
at these meetings. 


i: t^vie.v 1-it h 

.continued) 



tt Ed:r.:r,s n eai:' hino ** mould open ri t ht away. 

*1 v/a e not er. r.ry c emit toe s at there meetings. 


*1 thinl: wcrkir." conditionc at I line A aro better now than they 
■.vero under the PI id. 



Special Agent F.B.I 


0 


JOHK L. IS’ IS, ST AL 



The follcjwinri^e^ieetion wa^conducte^by Special 

Agent ■■■■■I a t 

Springfield. Illinois on September 10, 1943. 


At the residence of 

Springfield, Illinois, Agents interviewed him and he advise< 
has been arrested in hie life. 


lever 



appeared to be a very intel 1 igent individual ana nas a wonderful voice 
and readily furnished all information he possessed concerning lline A, 
It is felt that he would make a very good witness if his testimony 
is necessary. 

Agonts obtained from him the following signed statement! 



Springfield, 111, 
Sept. 10, 1943 



give the folioring statement to 

who aro known to no to be Special Agents 
of -the FBI. Ho thro at 6 or premises have beon nade tie to proour^this 
^st^enent^n^^^ivo it of rrj own free will, I w^^born 
^ I joined the U.H.' . in about jj'rho^Wa^^T; 
ro^ £flr_ thfl_ T Jnlon un der Eirrington. 

work at I line 

cbou^th^^^m^i^wc^opene^^^^rkec^here for the last ^^yoars up 
until about ft veiri! aro. 


*In 1932 when there was a Eplit and the P,11«A. was formed I 
did all I could to get tho men to break away from U.K.'"’’, and join 
P.U.A. I attended some meeting of F.1LA. from 1932 to 1941 but I was 
not so active as 1 should. The union at that tine was a minors union 
and the miners were satisfied with it* It was the general policy for 
l-3.no A to shut down each spring and to roopon eaoh fall. Fries to 
1941 I knew of no movement to return t^U»2I»h» or of ary group that 
VEZli-sd such E K hftnf * - _A fslloB nenad and one X believe named 

Cudge Baumgarnor of Lawson, oame to 2 or 3 weeks before the 

rwitoh back inf U*i:.Tf. and told me that if we would ohange back to U«U,!i» 
that mine would open. jJB&upg&r&er told me that Falsetti had told him 
that if we would go over to TJ.IUX.*, the mine would reopen at once. They 
did not tell m.o that if wo didn T t return to the U.i.T7. line A would bo 
operated through I ins B but I heard conversation to that effect. After 
they told me this Betf&garner suggested we tried to got up a meeting. 
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JOHN L. LET IS, ET AL 



got there, 
it up b efore I 
■ meeting 


IE* VITH 


______________ id I went around and oontaeted 

all the men we-‘knew and *got up a meeting, this was 
held I belie -re at P.1I.A. Hall. I did not get to 
this meeting it broke up in an argument before I 
The officers of local 51 P.U.A. had heard of it and broke 
rot there, the progres sives never interfere d with any 
After this contacted 

again amT v:e organise dTanother meetingTxni^wa^ieTTi^sxairs on 
Conroe St. in some hall. This meeting went off quietly but we did not 
have enough there to decide anything all the men there were from nine A* 
Ed mund so n did not attend any of these meetings and neither BaumgarMS* 
orflH^K made any talks, they were both very poor at this. No one else 
con?a^^d me from U.l-.Tf. and I never saw Fdmundson until we oalled him 
in to organise us after the meeting at the Elks Club. After the second 
meeting wo organised a big meeting which we held at the Elk6 Club, this 
was the meeting at which the men voted to join U.LLVT. I think the men 
voted to change back to the because they were afraid that liine A 

would be kept closed and coal removed from it through Kine B* I know 
I told them this, it was what I had heard and believed, I thi nkJBfctaa- 
fgferner was the one who told me. I think ^ ■MH were 
sincere in what they had told me and were on l^t?/ir!{^t^Tee p their job. 
1 cont think this goes back any farther than] 
myself. I oont believe that Falsetti, Elshoff or John Levis 
thine to do with it. I tried to influence the men to go baok to 
U.‘ .V,-. because I did not want to see what had ha-pened ct i ine B happen 
at i ine A. I didn’t want to see any things brought in and any men 
beat, I told the men this in a talk I gave to them, I dont believe 
the seme thing happened here as happened at 1'ine "E*, I think it was 
just the way things turned out. I worked as hard as anyone to get them 
to return, I never got one cent for this. 


*We went around and got all t he men to co me to the meeting at 
the Elks, I was in bed but I went d own eleoted officers 

and everything right at that meeting. A^xh^meeting we took a standing 
vote all c 11 were in favor but one, I had told the men we were there 
to vote on whether or not we were to return to U.U.T*. , I hurried this 
through because I heard Keck, Pres* of F.K.A. had a oouple of men there 
to place a motion to postpone action and I wanted to head them off. 

After the vote we elected officers and then o man said that Edmundson 
was ready to swear us in to U.IV . I appointed he and another fellow 
to go get Ednundson and they were there in about 5 minutes. After he 
got there Edmundson gave a short talk he said very little. There were 
a oouple of fellows running to Edmundson and keeping him advised, but 
I don’t think that even they v, ere paid anything as they were always . 
the ones to suggest passing the hat for a collection to pay rent on 
the hell and if they had been er.id they would probably have paid such 
expenses themselves. Two or three of the F.F.A. local 51 offioers went 
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JOHN U LIFTS | IT AL 


INTFRVIP" v;itH over as officers in the newly formed tF.JLW, looal. 

After the meeting Edmundson eaid he would arrange for 


neither did I go to the Lelr.nd Botel that night. This meeting waa on 
Sunda- a.id I believe the mine opened the fo' 1 lowing tyesday. I worked 


at any tire that mede me suspicious of events that took plaoe In regards 
to this switch-over. I did not at the time know where Blshoff got the 
money to purchase tine A. 


brought to the meeting right after the vote was taken and before the 
officers were elected, as soon as he come in 1 told him that before we 
went any further 1 ranted to ask him a few questions. I asked him if 
he oould gc.urantee that he could get Hino “A 1 * started. He said, *Tes 
Sir, if they dont start Line e A" I'll shut down Line *B*# Nothing 
else happened that was of interest except that Edmunds on and a oouple 
of other big fellows he had with him were there during the eleotion 
of officers. 


and it is all correct and as I told it to Agents. It oonsistc in all 
of seven pages. I am signing this of r& own free will 



Elshoff to meet with the officers as soon as he oould, 
they met that night but I did not go with them 



then quit because I wee sick. There was nothing that happened 


it is ell true and correct and as I void it to the Agents. 

"I rant to ctrreot this statement to add that Edmundson was 


"I have had Agent re*.d this 6 page statement tome and 



•Agent 



has reed all of this to me including the addition 




Special Agent, F 
St.Faul, Linn. 
Springfield, 111 
Sept# 10, 1943* 


.pec. Agt • F» B. X. (/ills) 


r ' 


i 



Re: JOHN L. LET7IS, ET AL 



speaks ard understands English well, but he ^^jg^very irtolllgent 




member of the Progressive Mine Vork^rs of America Union. I had join 
PJLi in 193^ because the whole local want PLL\ from UIT7. I did not work 
in the nines from 1932 to 1936. 

"I liked the PISA and was satisfied with it. I thought it 
was an honest union. 


Mine "A" from Ryan. The fellcr.vs fraci PllA whP I talked to felt that 
Elshoff would not operate Mine except under UU7. Because of tho 
trouble there hid been at Mine "f". I felt we would have to join 
UliT if we wanted to work at Mine "A”. I never heard anything about 
anyone saying that the company T>uld operate Mine "A" thru Mine ”5". 
I heard the PILi men say if we did not join TNcP we would not gat our 
jobs back and I did not want to be out of a job. 


frea the company told me I would have to join UlitT to work at Mine "A"t 
I didn't know there were any union meetings after tho mine was bought 
by Elshoff until I read in tho 'paper that there was going to be a 
meeting at the Elks Club in Springfield on a Sunday. 



ifumished the following signed statement: 



111 • 

Sept. 14, 1943 




"la the fall of 1941 I 


ad and heard that Elshoff bought 


"No one from UX r tried to get me to join UlfJ, and no one 


was in charge of this meeting. All the men' 


T 


0 


Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL 



INTERVIEW tfTTH were talking that if we did not change to UWW we 
would not get to work. We voted then to go U 10 T. 

No one forced or threatened us, or me, in any way, 
and no one fror! the company or no one from UKJ talked 
to us and no one told us we had to join Uli 1 /. I voted to go over to 
UlT.7. After xhe vote EdavnJ son came and taliked to us, but -I do not 
reraenber what he said. I went right heme after the meeting. I signed 
for UMW right after the election. 


didn't make any difference to me whether I was PMA or 
UMfr. I just wanted to do what most of the men in tic local wanted to 
do. I did not want ary trouble and I thought the best thing to do to 
avoid trouble was to do what the majority did, which was to go over to 
UMW. I was satisfied v/orking under UM5T at Nine ”A ,: . 

"I quit working at Mine ”A” in the fall of 1942 because the 
mine is too far away & I wanted to work closer to ho me . I joined PMA 
in Sept . of 1942 so I could work It makes no 

p nf TV? £T0 S 


aq ^ a me * rVi a 4 lirti hn T T: ■£• *1 /‘Sim c 
u j-x iv;i c woo oiw- uiV' tlHil w 


has been rsad to me and it is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge . 


(Signed )i 


■Witnessed 



cial Agent, F.B.I* 
:>;Cial Agent - F.B.I.” 


- 463 - 


( 


0 


. » 

&B: JOBS L. LEiTI S , ET AL 



ointiy in terviewea oy epeoia j.. Agon y s 
at hia residence. 



Springfield, Illinois. Ho appeared w: 
ing to fully answer the questions put to him, but hia age and lack: of inter- 
est in the affairs of the unions involved in this matter prevented the talcing 
of a complete statement including the pertinent facta involved. He would not 
make an accept ble witness for these reasons* 



furnished the following signed atatanent* 


"Springfield , Illinoia 
September 15, 1943 



nd f Vj 

U»* JW ^ 

whom I Icnow to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, U. S* Department of Justice* 


*1 was born in i 
and was natu ralized at Bpr i n^f iel d, 
and living 



enter 

Illinois o 



Springfield, Ill- 


inois. 


*t iw, j t . _ i t 4 A i «. ... . TT*\ 4 4* U-( tia ifriwlrtir m nf Amar* 

-xne z i rsx mine union i jumcu wiumdu -w* 

ica which will be referred to hereinafter aa the PM» r . I joined thie union at 
the Jefferson Mine, Springfield, 111. in, 

I worked there contin- 


"j started working at Mine A about 
uously until 1941. 



"It made no difference to me whether I worked under the Progreseive 
Mine Workers of America which will be referred to hereinafter as the 7Uk or 
the Uii*7. It was all right as far as I am concerned when the FMA organised 
at Mine A and the ULSff lost their bargaining rights in 1932. 


n I left the mine about six weeks after Elahoff leased the mine and 
f qqv Vr m Rys.n , s place &5 operator* 

"I saw a notice in the nev/spaper that Elshoff was the new operator 

at Mine A. 


*1 did not attend many PUA or TJKtf meetings* I did not attend any 
meetings in the Fall of 1941 when the question arose as to whether the mine 
would be operated under the F!MA or TJli'T with Elshoff as the operator. 

T Unww Vial A ■ nn AWftn mnA in the last few vears I have 

± i m v cp w cj w wnt vu -* * — - ■ m 

had ne interest in mine unions. X wae a ooal digger in Mine A. I alway. 
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•voted with the majority, and when. Elshoff took oharge of 
the mine in the Pall of 1941 I joined the TJMff. ®o one 
spoke to me to get me to join, but out at the mine I heard 
the miners say they were joining the TOST, so I did too, in 
job. 

"I stopped working at liine A because of my health and age* I liked 
the D 15 T and the PMA, I do not favor either one over the other. 

"I never heard that Elshoff would favor the Dlff over the FMA. I do 
not know of any talk among the miners that they would have to join Dlfflf be- 
cause of Elshoff. All I know was that the men seemed to want to change over 
to the UlfrV, so I did. 

B I attended none of the PMA meetings at the PalA Hall or the meet- 
ings at the Redman 1 Hall or ElkB Club, Springfield, Illinois__* 

/•/ 




I WTERYTFT W ITH 
^ontinuedj 
order to keep my 



C I 


0 


Re : L. iT Ah. 



INTERVIEW WITH interviewed on September 14# 

Llinois b y Special Agents 

rwag 

friendly and cooperative and would make a satisfactory witness tr testify 
to those natters set forth in the following statement which he executed. 

m. 

Sept_ 14, 1943 

ike the following voluntary state- 
ment special Agents of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to 
induce me to make any statement. 

^ T wa e n m ^ am A m*o tori + 1 it ^awft 

A. "14W W A *1 y J. i LU '. V- £/+ W w Wi j. w.a. j 4- +*-► * V/ 

as my address , flm BBB^^nav^peer^a i^jer practically 
all my life and firstjoane^the U. K. *. in aboutA^ft I have never 
.held anv .union office in any mi on. I am preser.tl^employed at the 

^ Springfield, I started working at Vine A 
in 1939 and l^^tne rune in June of 1943. 



n l was a member of progressive when I went to Mine A and as 
far as I’m concerned all the unions are ali e. I dor’t know of 
any di.f£srsncs U^L** 1 * snd progr^s siys ^ 

n l remember that I got a letter from Ryan saying that be had 
sold Mine a to Elshoff. I thought at first that ^lshoff would shut 
down Mine a and just operate B. I thought I would be out of a job 
and I know a lot of the men felt that way. I know that Progressive 
had several meetings in Springfield after the mine was sold, but 
I never attended any of tho s e meetings except the meeting at the Elks 
Club. I lived in livernor and didn 't have much chance to go to 
meetings. 

T ' - 

"At the meeting at the &lks Club we were led to believe that 
if the mine wasn’t operated by men in the j&i the progressive men 
wouldn *t be able to work Jiine A. I had heard before the meeting 
that there was a rumor to the effect that Mine A~Vas going to be 
operated through *ine 3. I had also heard that Mihe 3 might be 
operated through iine A. It was at this meeting trat all our men 
voted by a standing vote to go over to United. I guess all the men 
felt they would join whichever union operated the mine. I recall 
that Edmondson talked to us at that time after we hail voted. He 
was called to the hall vhen the men asked for some assurance that 
the mine would operate if they all signed with U.1I.“ # . 
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"Edmondson came to the hall St told us that if 
all the men went united he would get in contact 
with Elshoff and felt that the mine would open, 
as I recall it now we all filed up in front 
anc signed some papers for United. I signed at 
that time I felt the mine wouldn't operate unless the men joined 

united, I think that 1 felt at the time that because ^lshoff had bought 
the mine there was a great possibility of the mine being operated by the 
U.*, I don't believe I would have felt so sure of that fact if a 
stranger had bought the mine. 

"I have read over this statement of three panes and wish to 
state it is true to the best of my memory. 



O 


Re: JDiK L. LEWIS, ET 


IKTERVlE>y ftITH 
Continued] 
after Edmondson 's talk 
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Rot JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 



ITTTiJRV Iff« V'lTH -tointlv intnrvicw o <3 

Special A-ponts 

jit his rosidonce, 

apruarixcx ixiincis on Sopicribor 16, 1345* i» appoaroa ’wi-.iing =so 
answer +!xj uuestijns put to hin hut took tho ottitudo of a smrt-alook. 

Hie app-aranco is fair, and ho is alori, hrwo’Tor, ho did not attond any 
of tdu portinont nootinps and though ho fur ni shod tho following etatonont, 
ho £onarally had no information to of for* Ho doclinod to affix his 
si^naturo to tho statement, whioh hr s boon prop or ly witnassod by tho 
intorviawinr QforrtBi 


"££>rinrfiold, Illinoie 

C* J ' 1 1 * 1 OAT 

iai;ptui.iuui- xo, jlzt'io 


rxmt to 
Af out s oj 
Justice* 


^odort i] 


Lrako the follow inf voluntary stato- 
“j whon I know to bo Spocial 
Buroau of Investigation* U* S. Dopartnont of 


m l it as bom 
enpicyed in 




since about 


*Tho first nine union I ovor joinod was tho Unitod llino VJorkers 
of iciorica, whic h t?H 1 herei nafter bo rof orrod to as tho U It.'. I joined 
this union about MBBf-t tho H^m|^M||^MSprinff iold. 111. I novor 
have hold a poeitToz^Tn a union. 1 srarto^xo work at Kino A undor 
tho TO IV. I do net ranonbor what job I had at the nino at that tine* 


• ttn 4 ****** *** 

UU, X W W 


bargainin' riphts. I joinod tho Pro^rossivo llino ’“orkors of Anorica 
which will hereinafter bo roforrod to ub tho PI1A, at liino A in 1932 with 
the rest of tho miners. Ho ono oonpollod no to, but I know that tho 
majority was roinj that way, so I joinod too. 


*1 know that Elshoff was c°i- n r to tako tho nino ovor ft* an 
“Rynn in 1941. I learnod this in tho newspapers. I know thon that 
wo would all ht.vo to chanpo back to tho DlfT booauso of tho situation 


i „ _ n r _ ** — >. t Pl.u«w 

U^IUUI ,VO iUl LIO X Xuun filBUUii 


wantod tho Dll' in his ninos. 


"All of tho minors woro tc.lkinr the suno way. I did not oaro 
nysolf. I would just as soon work under tho DIIV as tho FMA and tho 
ninorB I talkoa to folt tho sano way. 
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Roi JOHN L* LE ' IS, ET A 1 


*1 hnd boon autisfiod Gorkin?; under the FMA 
ct liino A and cls far aa I knew tho goto applied 

tc tho other ninars* 

"I havo never boon approaeijod by ulv arpanitore to pot no to 
join that uii :n* 


iftervif*/ vite 






"I never hoard that Elshoff nipht try to oporato liino A 

through VAno B* 

W I hoard nothing to the effect that Elehoff would noro roadily 
op on the nina if tho non joinod the U*I ATT. 

S I heard that thoro wore union nectiiips at tho PIIA Hull, 
Redman's Hull, and the Elk 1 s Club, Sprinp field. 111* I did not attend 
any of those ncctinre* I do net know what went on at the nectinpe or 
what was decided* I never hoard, there wore any fiphts at any of thoao 
nectinp s and I d e net Vricrr who lad tho discus si one or what tho is suae 
woro. 


*1 voluntarily joined the UIS*“ in 1941* Uo threats were rando 
to nc. It r:adc no difference whether I worked thcro ns a noribor of tho 
P?iA or UT17* I vae only interested in keeping ny job thoro* 


idnittcd correctness of tho above 
roadinp eonc on 9-16-43 tut deelinor to cipn* 


statement after 


^ITKESSEDi 



S^o cial **~cr/t, F*B. 


1. 


f 
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Re: JOHN L. LLwIS, ET AL. 


r 


3UTLRVIE . .iITH 


agents 




Springfield, Illinois, was jointly interviewed At 
his residence on S eptember 15* 1943 by Special 

This individual is pjescntly 


of the PL> September 1941 prior to the miners at Vine A joining the 
Ul;.« but he knew very few details of the meetings, stating he willingly 
joined the ‘did-* as the job was nore important than the uiion. Be executed 
the following statement. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 



"If 

statement to 
to be Special agents of the 
Department of Justice. 


make the follow ing vo lintary 
whom I know 
T?3era^^ureai^^^nvestigation, U. S. 


"I reside at Springfield, Illinois. 

I am presently employed as a mine digger at line A, I have 


worked at that mine since 


I was born on 


A he first mine union I joined was the 

United line workers of America, referred tohereinafter as the 
Uii*, at iine A, Springfield, Illinois in I was working at 

line A m 1932 when it went to the Pi&A. ^^^Tned the PMA. with 
the majority of the miners at that time. I am referring to the 
Progressive *dne norkers of "merica, which I shall refer to as 
the Pll*. !'o or.e forced me to join the PliA. It did not make 
any difference to me which mion had the bargaining rights at 
mine A. In 1941 I learned through the newspapers that Elshoff 
had bought line A. 


"I did not care who owned the mire. I had to work just the 
same. As far as I krev, the working conditions and the labor prob- 
lems inder the PVIA at line A were sait s factory. Ro Ultf organizers 
tried to get me to join the UiAt. j heard the report that Elshoff 
might operate Mine a through lane 3. I did not believe this re- 
port. I also heard some statement to the effect Elshoff would 
open Vine a on the condition that the miners joined the U14f« 

Keeping in mind the trouble the PMA had had at iine B, I figured 
the miners would have to join the Ul& or the mine would stay 
closed. As far as a was concerned, due to work being scarce, I 
wanted to join the UA- to get '.fork. At the same time, I want to 
say that I like the PLIA, but the job was the main thing. 

"It v/as my opinion before the r lia meeting in September, 

1941, that the miners would Join the 




Re: JOW L. LEWIS, ET A L. 


”1 attended four PliA. meetings in September, 1941 
when the miners were discussing joining the QMS. 
Two of these meetings were at the Hall, one at 
Redman's nail and one at the Llks Club. I learned 
of these meetings through the newspapers and through the miners. 

"at the first meeting at the Hall, the President of the 
local was ir. charge. I do not remember what was decided, There were 
no UL’-i men present and no fights. At the Second meeting, at the Plft. 

Hall, I believe the Pit committee was aske3 to determine when the mine 
would open and under what conditions. I do not recall who was on the 
committee. 


H rERVlSg *HTH 
'Continued) 



M "t th^meetir^ at Redman's Hall, phonetic), 

was in charge .^JjjU-old us he had talked 4 o Phlcetx^a^d that the 
prospects of th^^^^ opening again looked better if the miners joined 
the Ul£". 


"all there was at the nednan's Hall meeting was the report 
of the committee, There were no arguments, The men present were all 
members of the PlU local. 

"At the Elks Club meeting i an not sure who was in charge. 
There was little discussion before the vote. There was a standing 
vote in favor of joining the U4,. After the vote, we sent for Edmundson. 
j-diuundson made a talk telling about the rights and power the BUL local 
v/ould have, After that, we signed our applications to join the TOT. 
idmunbson brought a man vrho I think was his secretary, who helped with 
the application forms, as far as I knew, there were no UiM organizers 
at the meeting. I voluntarily joined the Bjit. No one irfluenced me. 

"The conditions at j*d:,e a have not changed under the BUT 
as far as A can see. 


**I have carefully read and fully understand the two and a 
half pages of this statement and it is true to the best of ny knowledge. 



"iVitnessed: 



o 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




INTERVU.V T?ITH 


special 

his resic'ance on September 15, 194^^^W^t^nis age he is not mentally 
alert, but appeared billing to answer the questions put to him. His 
appearance is unfavorable. He furnished th3 following signed statements 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 

lak e the following voluntary statement to^ 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Department of Justice. 

"I reside at flHHIHHHHi Springfield, Il linois . 

I am presently empl oyed at Mins A as a digger. I Tfas born a n 

I arrived in the Uni ted S tates in 
naturalized in Sprin gf io Id , Illinois The^^i^^mfne 

joined was the United Hire Workers of America, the i 

Springfield, Illinois. I worked in several min^^t Spring! 
a member of the UMVf and went to work at Mine A about a number of 

the U1W. I have worked in this mine continuously until the present 
time. 





"I voluntarily joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America, 
referred to hereinafter as the PiiA, at Mine A in 1932, when the majority 
of the miners voted to join the PLIA. It made no difference to me which 
union had the bargaining rights. I just wanted to work. After 1932 I 
felt the same way about this. 

"I heard that Carl Elshoff bought Mine A in 1941 and I saw a 
notice in the newspaper. Also, Mr. Ryan sent me a letter saying he had 
sold the mine. It did not make any difference to me who operated the 
mine. The working conditions at the mine are about the same at the mine 
under the U1S as they were under the JMA. No U1W organizers contacted 
me. I never heard any rumor that Elshoff planned to operate mne-Ah 
through Mine B, or that the miners had to join the UMW before Elshoff would 
open Mine A. 

When Mine A employees, or miners, talked about going to Join the 
UK? in 1941, they had four meetings. Two of those meetings were held at 
the F1IA Hall, and one at Rodmans Hall and one at the Elks Club. I knew 
about these meetings by the newspapers. At both the first and second 
meetings at the FMA Hall, the President of the PiiA local was in charge. I 
do not remember what was decided. As far as I know, there were no UM'.T 
organizers present at these meetings* There were no fights as far as I 
know, there were no UMW organizers present. I do not know what was dis- 
cussed because it was so long ago. , 
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ET AL 


Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, 



r, I also attended the meeting at the Elks Club. I 
cannot remember who was in charge of this meeting. 

I recall having heard from the miners that it was 
necessary for us to join the UIW. There was a 
standing vo'e. Ac far as I know, there were no UKW members in the 
hall during ohis meeting. All I know about this meeting is that I 
joined the hi'Y during this meeting. I was not on any committees. 

"I have read and understand this statement of two pages and it 
is true to the best of my knowledge. 


(Signed) 



Witrii ssod : 




Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


/ 



meeting and wat not mentally alert. Re made the following statement i 


the Progressive Mine Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as the PMA, 
in 1932, I went with the majority as I was glad to get away from John L. 
Lewis. I was satisfied with the FUA. 


month. I felt I would rather have worked for Mr. Ryan because I knew he 
was good to work for, I thought we would have to join the United Mine 
Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as the TOST to keep our jobs 
because Elshoff was the operator of Mine B which was signed up with the TOW. 
No one tried to get me to join the TOST. 1 liked the working conditions at 
Mine A under the PMA. I heard the rumor that Elshoff would operate Mine A 
through Mine B but I did not believe it. E heard a rumor he would open 
Mine A on the condition the miners joined UMW. I believed this because I 
think the same union is in all mines under the same operators. He had 
Mine B under the UMW, and would probably want Mine A under the same union. 


about what to do about joining the TOW, was at the Elks Club in September, 
1941, I learned of the meeting from the other miners. 

phonetic) presided at the meeting. There were no 
TOC7 organizer^^^^fflrc. I do not remember what was said. The vote was in 
favor of the TOW, and Edmunds on was called into the meeting to ake the miners 
in as a TOST local. He came with another man who I did not know, and he made 
a talk, but I don’t remember what he said. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943 


ment to horn I know to be Special Agents 

of the 





"In 1941, when Elshoff bought Mine A, I heard about it by word of 


n 


The only PMA meeting 1 attended when the Mine A miners were talking 





L 


i /' ■ 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

intervie^ili 

(continued) 



*We signed UMJ7 application cards, i -was Bov 
on any committee and had no contact with any 
union officials. 


m~" . _,.i nui «... tVift s usisf both union* 

'■ Li*e w«orjs.i.u^ v>uuui^xviio * w* ^ ^ — - — - — - - — 

as far as I cruld determine. 

"I have read the two pages of this statement and it is true. 



Witnessed : 

(signed) 

Special Agent F.B.I. 

iHHHHk (signed) 

.B •! »*’ 
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RE: JOHN L. LEXIS, ET XL. 


( V Cv > 


INTERVIE5 WITH 




at his residence, 
Springfield, Illinois 


He appeared alert and willingly put to him. 

furnished the following signed statement* 

“Springfield. Illinois 
September 15, 1943* 



make the following voluntary 

whom I knew to he Special 


"I 

statement to 

Agents of the reaerai Bureau ox xsvfesoxgacxon. 

reside at £|m|^H^H|^^Spr^igfield, 111. I am 
presently employed at Line I was born at 

first mine unioi^^joined was t he _Pnito( 

^oric^s ofAie^^^^^^erre^t^here inafte r asthe TMW, 111., 

the FromKKuntil aboutl9o4^^^K>rked 

in minesintn^otS^oITliinoiB and started working at Mine A about 1934. 

I have worked there continuously until the present time. 


*1 joined the Progressive Mine "Korkers of America, referred to 
hereinafter as the HIA when I started working at Mine A. I did this 
voluntarily, because I left Peabody Mine ir59 as they had imp<rted into 
that mine too manv stronee UUW miners. Thev weren’t verv friendlv. I did 

_ - «r w - V * - .... w 

not take part in tho formation of the f liA. It made no difference to me 
which union I worked under as my work remains the same. I follow the 
majority in these matters. 


*1 first learned Elshofl' had purchased Mine A from the news- 
papers. This made no difference to me. I thought I would have my job 
anyhow. As far as I know, the conditions -.at Mine A were satisfactory under 
the FMA. I went to very few union meetings. No UMff men tried to influenee 
mg to join the IMW. I was in a fight at Mine A »t one time, but it was a 
personal matter and had nothing to do with union matters. 


"I learned from the mine Superintendent, at Mine A, 
that Eishoff planned to operato Mine A through Mine B as he oould cut 
the overhead expenses by just operating one tipple. It was my understand- 
ing that a shot was made to connect the two mines and as a result, an 
opening was made between tho two mines, but the lessor of Mine A objected 
and would not permit the coal from Mine A to be taken out through Mine 1. 

ril rl si ^ nKrsn f 1 QA? . TVi^ ft 4 t fVio fi Wftf. IrnrwIft^M 

V J**W VM4A V AAJ MW W W — ' W ^ VWAUV V A ^ * V *— 1 ■ • ***W * W ^ 

’of this idea. This made no difference to me as I am the only 


( 


I 
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RE i JOHN L. LZT.IS, ET AL. 



"VIhen Elshoff bought Mine A, I tigurod it would 
go JUS, as he had a contract with T3tn in 


Kine 5, X understand that the Feabody Coal C 0 , has a contract with the OCT 
-wixh all rxf-j 3 they operate and I thought Elshoff had the same. I never 
heard any ru:aor about not opening Mine A until the men Joined IVW. 


PLk meetings in September, 1941 when the miners at Kine A met to disouss 
joining the TBuW. 1 take all of my own grieveiancos to the superintendent 
myself. I heard about the meetings from the newspapers end the miners, but 
I did not attend. 

W I joined the UMW at the mine wh’n it opened up under a UM¥ con- 
tract. It makes no difference whether I belong to the UMtfiT or the HIA* 


" 1 attend few meetings and do not recall attending any of the 


W I have read these two pages of this statement and it is true. 


/•/ 



**itnessed: 



Special Agent, F.B.I. 



« 


Special Agent, F.B.I. 


€' 


O' 


KB i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


IHTERVIEl/ WITH 



«p 


under stand. He has ft ra 
exo&ed'. tha~ of the average miner 
fol louring S watement* 


was interviewed at hie residence, 

pringf laid, Illinoi s, on the afternoon of 

by Special Agents flpHHHHHHHHHMHHI 

hae a heavy aooent but is not too diffiou^^! 
er quiet voice. Hie mental capacity probably 
He gave information set forth in the 


Springfield, Hl- 

Septemibear 17, IMS 



I wae born I am an Amerioan 

citiierulamnow employe^a^Mine ~A^^^Bm K^th^roll owing statement to 

who hoe identified himself to 

me to be ft Special Agen^o^th^Foaera^areau of Inveetigfttion. Ho promisee, 
threats, or oonsideracion of ftny kind hae been made to me to make this state- 
mant- 

* 

"I have worked at Mine A for about years. I was employed 
at Mine A when KLiN sold the mine to ELSHOFF. Before 1932 we h&d belonged 
to the United Mine YYorkers, and after 1932 the Progressive Mine Workers of 
America. Soon after the mine was sold, tho men changed baok again to the TJK'; 


"I remember reading in the paper that the mine had been 
Soon after that there was a meetin^at the Progress ive B all. He 


sold. 

talked about chanein£ that night 


of the UMY talked "tolls that night. As I recall, he told us 
ELSHOFF had said that he would opon the mine up if we joined the United , 
Mine Workers, and if we did not, he would olose Mine A and take the ooal 
out through Mine B. Tho men at that meeting felt that they wanted to i 

join the DMi. Some men, whom I do not know, oame up to 'the meeting, and I 
said that if we wanted to join the UMY that maybe they would clean out 
the Progressive Ball. To avoid trouble, that meeting was adjourned then, 

A oouple of day s later, we had another meeting at the Red Man's Ball on 
Monroe Street, ^m^^talked to us again that night, and told us that if 
we joined the UMY that we would not have to pay initiation fees, and 'that 
they would take us baok as, before. He also said that ELSHOFF had told 
him that if we did not join the UM7 that he would take the seal out through 
Mine B, and we would not have our jobs. 

"Soon after that meeting there was another me eting at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, I think. At this meeting Iked again. 


BDMUNSON oame over to the meeting when the men invited him, and told us that 
we oould go baok to the UMTY without paying any fees, and that it would 
all bo as before. Ha said that there might be some trouble, that the PUT 
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INTERVIEW WITH men might ploket us, but to go on back to work, and wo would 
.be alright. Be also told us that if wo Joined the Biff, that 
’he would see to it that Itiae A was opened up, because if it 
was not, he would have the men close down Mine B. We needed to go to work, 
so wo joined the Ulffir that afternoon* 

"Before the sale of the mine, there had been no talk about 
ohanging unions. The mine was olosed down that summer, but the men had ndt 
talked about ohanging unions. Some of the men were disatisfied with the . 
pu: because of high check offs, but I think most of theE were satisfied 
with the PM»V. I was satisfied with the TWt myself, and would have liked 
to stay In the Progressive at that time. How I do not see any difference, 
but I liked, and I think most of the men, liked the Progressive at that time 
and wanted to stay in the Progressive Mine Workers of America. 

"The conditions at the mine new are about as they were 
before* I do not see any ohange as far as that is oonoerned. I never 
talked to ELSHOFF myself. 

W 

that we had befr.e, 

t V 

"1 have read the above statement on this page and bwtj 
other pages. It is all true and aoourate. ' 


All that I know about what he said was what' 

"told Ub • itS't&r vhd 3uixi3 r a Opened* uhoTB 

, and we all went back, and got the same rooms 

Y 



FBI 
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